


“ 


















THE WASHINGTON 


THBOLOGICAL BEPBRTORYs 


AND 


CHURCHMAN’S GUIDE. 


Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering.—Heb. x. 29. 











= —— 





——————— eee 
ne 








No. 5. 


DECEMBER, 1823. 








Vol. V. 


eecniamamien —— 








a 


Theological Department. 


FOR THE REPERTORY. 
REMARKS ON SIN. 

The question frequently is asked, 
what is sin? And here the same 
question is now proposed, What is 
sin? Ifthe answer be adopted, which 
the word of God records, there will 
then be left no place at ail for specu- 
lation. And that is, that “sin is the 
transgression of the law ” 

Now in order to the better under- 
standing of this definition, it is ne- 
cessary to know in the first place, 
what law is. For if sin is the trans- 
gression of the law, and any person 
is i. norant what law is, he cannot 
know what sin is. What then is 
law? A law considered in any point 
of view, is a rule of action. It is a 
precept or command issued by a 
power, which those who are subject 
to it are bound to obey: or, to define 
still more explicitly—a law is that 
which directs, guides and instructs 
those to whom it is given, what to 
do or what not to do, as appointed or 
enacted by proper authority. This 
is law. 

Now that law, the transgression 
of which is sin, is the law of God. 
The question then very properly 
occurs, what is included in the law of 
God? And to this ii is answered, 
Vou. V....Ne, 5.—U 








that it includes every command or 
precept or direction in the Bible, 
which requires or forbids the pers 
formance of any particular action, 
or any particular course of action, 
under whatever name or appear 
ance it may present itself. Hence 
it will be seen, that the ten com- 
mandments are not the only laws to 
which man owes obedience; but that 
every duty which God requires of 
him, and every thing which he bids 
him avoid and shun, come under 
the same name. And hence, also, 
it will be seen, that of the laws of 
God there are two kinds— one which 
requires, which enjoins the per 
formance of particular actions; and 
the other which forbids, which goes 
to prohibit the performance of cere 
tain actions. The language of one 


is “thou shalt,” and the language of 


the other is “thou shalt not.” 

With regard to the authority from 
which these laws proceed, there is 
no authority with which it can come 
pare. For they were enacted and 


given to mankind by Jehovah, the 


great and everlasting God: and his 
right to give them laws and require 
their obedience, is perfect—nay un- 
deniable; for mankind are his. He 
made them by his own power; and 
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when they rebelled against him, he 
redeemed them from the hand of 
Justice by the blood of his dear 
Son. Therefore are they doubly 
his. And has he not aright to do 
what he pleases with his own? Has 
he nota right to give them his com- 
mands? Has he not aright to say 
to one, go and to another come—to 
one, do this and to another do that? 
And is not the servant bound to obey 
the will of his master? Ask, and is 
he not a criminal, if he do not? 

It may also be remarked, that 
there is indeed a difference between 
the laws of God. There are laws, 
for instance, which relate to particu- 
lar circumstances, which of course 
are not binding where those circum- 
stances do not exist. There is a 
law requiring men to forgive their 
enemies and bless them.-—But there 
is no place for doing this, if a man 
has noenemies. There is also ano- 
ther positively requiring men not to 
be conformed to this world; but 
were all the world the humble and 
consistent followers of Christ, then 
most assuredly they should be con- 
formed to it. There are also many 
laws made for particular occasions, 
which of course cease whenthe occa- 
sions cease. Such are all the laws 
relating to the management of the 
Jewish tabernacle and its services. 


There is now no such tabernacle, || 


and of course the laws relating to it 
are not binding. Buta law is always 
binding as long as the cause of its 
enactment continues, unless it be 
formally repealed. Hence as long 
as God continues to be God, it is 
hinding upon his rational creatures 
to love him with all their heart. 
_ And just so long as the bcarts of 
mankind are by nature evil, just so 
long will the requisition be binding, 


‘except a man be born of water and || 
der, stealing, adultery, &c. are sin- 
ners of no common degree, and 


of the Spirit, he can never enter in- 
to the kingdom of heaven.” 
Something now, may be under- 
stood about what the laws of Goc 
are; and the definition of sin which 
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was cited from the word of God, was 
that the transgression of them is 
sin—that is, the departing from 
them—the not conforming to them 
or complying with them—the not 
being guided or directed by then, 
whether a man does what they forbid 
or neglects to do what they enjoin. 
The application of this definition 
thus explained to man’s conduct, will 
show in some measure the extent of 
his sinfulness, and the alarming de- 
gree to which it has proceeded, It 
has been seen that there are two 
kinds of laws; one requiring and the 
other forbidding certain actions there- 
in specified—of course there are two 
kinds of sins. Ifa man fail to con- 
form to, or comply with those laws 
which prescribe a particular course 
of conduct, he is guilty of sins of 
omission. If he do that which 
particular laws forbid, he is guilty 
of sins of commission. The sins of 
commission are in defiance of the 
command “thou shalt not; and 


_ astonishing as it may appear, these 
are almost the only sins which men 


deem sins, and they seem to consider 


that if they be not guilty, habitually 

guilty of these, they are scarcely sin- 
' ners, they do no harm. But by far 
_ the greater part, it is apprehended, 
_of men’s sins are the consequence 
_of neglecting to perform that, re- 


specting which, God has said, “thou 
shalt do it.””, And let me ask, where 
is the difference, that sins such as 
these should be cast out of the ace 
count? Is there less contempt of the 
authority of God shown in the one 
case than in the other? Is not his 


-law violated in either case? And is 


it not a penalty, and an ample one too, 
the consequence of that violation? 
It is apt to be considered, that those 
who are guilty of such sins as are 
called crimes, as for instance, mur- 


deserving of more than common 
wrath; and so they are. But these. 


‘sins at most can only be occasional, 
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as also the sins of swearing, lying. 
drunkenness, idleness, &c. Bu 

which are the more provoking acts 
of violation, occasional or constant 
acts? Which display the greater 
contempt and disregard of the au- 
thority of the lawgiver? When 
God plainly commands the per- 
formance of certain duties and they 
are neglected by any man, the sin 
is a continued one from the mo- 
ment he ought to have performed 
it; till he commences the task of 
performing it, there never is in such 
a case a moment in which he is 
not living in open violation of the 
laws of God. And again it may 
be asked, which displays the greater 
contempt and neglect of God’s au- 
thority, occasional or continued acts 
of transgression? Let this point be 
illustrated a little. No sooner has a 
sinner committed a single act of 
transgression of the laws of God, 
than he brings himself under another 
law, which requires him to repent; 
and every moment he neglects to 
repent, he is living in constant and 
open violation of what God requires; 
he is thus constantly sinning against 
God. But instead of repenting, how 
many go on committing other acts 
of transgression, thus adding sin to 
sin. Men seem unaccustomed to 
consider the neglect of repentance 
as a sin; but it is a sin of fearful 
magnitude: and so are many others 
which are scarcely noticed. 

And now think of the fearful con- 
dition in which sinners stand. Men 
are apt to think themselves little of- 
fenders, not deserving of any punish- 
ment; or if any, very slight. But it 
cannot but be perceived from the 
remarks already made, that there is 
no such person as a little sinner. 
For let it be remembered, that one 
single transgression of the law is 
sin; and that he who is guilty, has 
rendered himself worthy of punish- 
ment: and that punishment is nothing 
less than eternal death—the soul that 
sinneth, it shall die. But there is 
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no man but is guiltv of more sins 
than one; and surely if one sin de- 
serve punishment, that punishment 
must be proportionably increased 
with the increase of sin. And who 
can tell the number of his sins; can 
a man count the number of the stars 
or the sands on the sea shore, then 
and not till then can he count the 
number of his sins. This made the 
Psalmist exclaim, “who can tell how 
oft he offendeth! O cleanse thou me 
from my secret faults.” And yet 
every individual act of violation is 
each a distinct sin, and every sinner 
is accountable for each atthe bar of 
eternal Justice! O how overwhelm- 
ing must be his punishment who 
lives and dies in his sins! 

Mankind in general are not a lit- 
tle disposed to regard their sins as 
of very little consequence. And 
however numerous they may have 
been, even though they are the sins 
of along and wicked life, they are 
prone to think that God will so fa- 
vourably regard them that they shall 
escape the threatened condemna- 
tion. But however lightly men may 
be accustomed to think of sin, or 
however much they may be dispos- 
ed to treat the idea of it with ridi- 
cule and contempt, it assuredly de- 
mands a far different treatment— 
for it need only be examined a little 
while, to discover that sin is one of 
the most tremendous evils with 
which this world was ever visited. 
It was one sin alone that hurled the 
parents of our race from that high 
eminence of happiness and bliss in 
which they were created, into that 
state of sorrow and of death in which 
mankind are now condemned to 
dwell. It was that one sin which 
turned this once smiling paradise in- 
to desolation, and blighted and scat- 
tered to the winds of heaven, its ten- 
der and its heart delighting joys. 
Yes, it was sin! and but a si sin! 
But O, how fatal to mankind! It 
filled the world with sorrow and with 
crime, It introduced death, the last 
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4N APPEAL. 


great enemy of man, to whose scep- | 


tie the whole human race is com- 
peiied to bow. 

And how frequently since that 
time has sin drawn down the most 
poets. atgmete! It was sin 
that caused tne universal ruin by the 
flood. God saw the wickedness of 
m «1, that it was great; it called aloud 
for vengeance; and at once he swept 
away the nations as with the besom of 
destruction. And after that, when 
men bad multiplied again, sin rear- 
ed up its blood-stained banners; the 
cites of Sodom and Gomorra were 
made the monuments of the Al- 
mi,hty’s indignation for their sins. 

_A single family alone escaped the 
feariul overthrow. 

But, reader, look a little on- 
ward, and a still more heart rerding 
view presents itself. The day is 
coming—it is asserted on the autho- 
rity of the word of God—the day is 
coming when on account of sin, 
this guilty world shall be envelop- 
ed im one universal conflagration, 
and all that is in it shall be burn- 
ed up. The heavens shall be rolled 
together as a scroll, and the ele- 
ments shal] melt with fervent heat. 
But even more than this—the sins 
of men will kindle up those livid 
flames whose smoke ascendeth up 
forever, and into which the wicked 
and ungodly will all be cast. Truths 
such as these, are enough to awaken 
all to feel and see that sin should not 
be treated lightly; but be sought 
out and shunned, as they fear to die 
that never ending death of deaths 
to which it will inevitably lead its 
wretched votaries. 

But what is it that constitutes the 
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fearful aggravation of sin? First it 
is our rebellious nature—for it is 
nothing less than rebellion against 
lawful authority. God certainly has 
aright to command, and yet they 
who transgress his commands tram- 
ple upon that rigat. It is also treat- 
ing with contempt the wisdom of 
God, and setting up the sinner’s wis- 
dom in opposition. But if God is 
infinitely wise, he knows of course 
which is best. And if he is infinite- 
ly good, he can prescribe no course 
for the guidance and direction of his 
creatures but what is for their best 
interests; and yet they who sin seem 
to actas if they knew better than 
the Almighty. It is in effect say- 
ing not that they will not have this 
man to reign over them, but that 
they will not have this God to reign 
over them. Further, it is treating 
with contempt the mercy and cone 
descension of God. Has he not 
stooped low indeed to give his crea- 
tures law for their guide and direc- 
tion? Was it not mercy undeserved, 
not to say astonishing, to give laws 
to those who had forfeited the divine 
favour and were lying under sen- 
tence of his displeasure? Yet this, 
God has himself done. And there- 
fore they who sin, treat that mercy 
and condescension as if it were not 
needed by them at all. To him 
therefore, it is not only rebellious 


' and unwise, but it is also disrespect- 
ful, and insulting to the majesty of 


heaven and earth. In short, it is 
nractically casting the most tho- 
rough contempt upon God and 
upon the laws he has been pleased 
to give mankind, 
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AN APPEAL. 
SO THE EDITORS OF THE REPERTORY 
Your correspondent, who now ad- 


dresses you, cannot help feeling a 


deep interest in the welfare of our 
Zion. He knows that under the 
bi. ssing of God, much, very much 


depends—not only on all our pa- 
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rishes having ministers, but on the 
facilities which are afiorded their 
muusisters, to enable them to devoie 
theniselves to the work of the 
Lord. It is under these impres- 
sions, that he begs through your 
valuable miscellany, to address him- 
seli in a few words to his brethren 
of the laity—particularly would he 
call the serious attention of ves- 
tries to the subject. They are the 
representatives of their several pa- 


rishes; they act instead or in be-! 


halt of those whom they represent, 
and much—doubtiess much moe 
thay they are aware of, depends o: 
thei: exertions. I: is to them more 
particularly, that he desires to ad- 
dress himself in the words of the 
following “Candid Appeal ;” which 


he extracts from an old volume of a | 


London magazine. 

“Dear brethren, when a minister 
is invited to take charge of a parish, 
and he accepts and enters on the 


discharge of his pastoral duties, it is 
our duty to contribute to his comfort 


to the extent of our ability. But do 
we? I believe there has never been 
a period in the history of the pulpit, 
when there has been a greater nuim- 
ber of men of talent and of piety, 
than is to be found amongst us at 
the present day. Suppose these ta- 
lents had been employed in agricul- 
tural, scientific, or commercial pur- 
suits, would they not have obtained 
for their possessors a more ample 
income than they now command? 
Very few indeed receive more than 
enough to supply the wants of their 
families; and the great majority are 
often reduced to the greatest incon- 
veniences, in consequence of their 
limited salary, and the irregular 
manner in which that is paid. Look 
at the attorney; look at the physician; 
look at the minister; whose situatio: 
is the most responsible? whose si- 
tuation is the most comfortable ? 
We are not fully aware of the in- 
eidental claims which are made on 
ministers; claims which they cannot 
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“sist without sustaining some morai 
injury; which they cannot arswer 
without depriving themselves of 
some comfort, Postage of letters, 
travelling to distant towns to assist 
at ordinations and associations; re- 
quired to sanction, not only by their 
voice, but their money, the different 
public charities and societies, which 
are formed in the places where they 
reside ; constrained to relieve the 
poor of their own flock. Obliged to 
keep up the appearance of respecta- 
bility in their dress and style of liv- 
ing. beyond what their income would 
jus'ify or require in another station 
of life. Under the necessity of pur- 
chasing books on almost every sub- 
ject, that they may be more emi- 
nently qualified to support the dig- 
nity of their profession, in this en- 
lightened and fastidious age. 

Think, my brethren, on these 
drains from a minister’s salary ; think 
of the precarious state of his heaith; 
think of his family; and say, do you 
contribute so much as you ought 
for his support? 

I: the discharge of his ministerial 
and pastoral duties, he has to en- 
counter difficulties, which, if not 
similar to those which befall the 
tradesman, are equal if not superior 
in their influence over the mind.— 
What will encourage him to pro- 
ceed with the greatest firmness? If 
he perceive that we who sit at his 
feet to receive his instruction, cher- 
ish in our breasts the sacred glow of 
esteem, he will be comparatively in- 
sensible to the ordinary trials of his 
station, not counting even his life 
dear unto himself, so that he may 
finish his course with joy, and the 
ministry which he has received of 
the Lord Jesus. How ought this 
affection to be displayed ?* By wear- 
ing a smile on the countenance when 
we meet him, and by letting the law 


* Not by an officious meddling; or 
taking to task or defaming him for every 
inidiscreti 


| little or imaginary error, or 
pang juct 


in his 








158 


of kindness dwell on our lips when 


we speak to him. But is love to, 


consist of smiles and words only? 
Has affection discharged the whole 
of her duties, and exhausted the 
whole of her resources, when these 
costless ceremonies are performed ? 
No.—lIs he ill? And was his indis- 
position brought on while in your 
service? Let not his illness be a tax 
on his income. Is his library incom- 
plete? Let each family present him 
with a copy of some useful work, 
that he may, when engaged in his 
studies, be surrounded by the mon- 
uments of your regard.—Does his 
family increase? This demands 
your serious attention, You must 
be conscious, on reflection, that his 
means of support ought to keep 
pace with his domestic expences.— 
And to whom can he look for ade- 
quate support but to you? And has 
he not a right to expect it? Ought 
he to labour under pecuniary em- 
barrassments, when a little exertion 
on your part would place him in 
comfortable circumstances? Can 
you suppose that his mind will dis- 
play its native vigeur if he be cramp- 
ed by poverty, or that he can pre- 
serve that conscious dignity which 
becomes his elevated station, if he be 
unable to supply the wants of his 
family, or answer with punctuality, 
the demands of his creditors? And 
if the whole of his resources are 
necessarily exhausted by his own 
wants, can he become an example 
to his flock in charity as well as pu- 
rity? Will not his penury deprive 
his public character of some of the 
more impressive virtues of his pro- 
fession, and become the occasion of 
raising a charge against him, as a 
covetous or unfeeling man ? 

Men in general reap the reward 


of their diligence, and in proportion 
to their exertions, a to the 
ordinary laws of Providence, is their 


produce. But the minister seldom 
derives any pecuniary advantage 
from -his extra labours. His salary 
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is fixed. His dread of being sus- 
pected of an attachment to ‘filthy 
lucre’ renders him indisposed how- 
ever pressing his wants may be, to 
solicit an advance. He often pines 
and prays in solitude, enjoying the 
prospect of future munificence and 
glory amidst his present distresses. 
You ought not to to suffer this—you 
ought to anticipate his necessities, 
and generously supply them. 

I have no doubt but the majority 
of a people who are attached to a 
minister, would cheerfully advance 
their subscription to render him 
more comfortable; but no one in the 
church or congregation is disposed 
to step forward and set the example. 
Why not? Do you dread wounding 
his feelings? Alas! my brethren, his 
feelings have been wounded too long 
and too deeply: you have the balm 
which will afford relief; why then 
withhold its application? Ifno public 
effort be made to augment his in- 
come, why not adopt a private one? 
Why not at the close of the year, 
send some present as a token of 
your esteem? Those amongst us 
who are entrusted with wealth may 
do it without injuring our families, 
and we ought to do it; and if each in- 
dividual who can afford it were to 
make an annual present, what an ad- 
vantage would this be to the minis- 
ter. Would not such a display of 
personal regard endear us to him? 
Would he not feel remunerated for 
the extra attention he pays us in the 
time of sickness and distress? Would 
it not, as with a silken chain, bind 
him to us, and render him indiffer- 
ent to those invitations which he may 
receive from other congregations, as 
he advances in public esteem and 
confidence? Earnest is my desire 
that our minister’s may derive some 
pecuniary advantages from these 
hints.” And so is your correspon- 
dent, or he would not have troubled 
you nor taxed the patience of your 
readers with the above remarks. 
But he cannot help supposing that 
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many gentlemen are not suffici- 
ently aware, how important it is 
that they think a little more about 
the subject which has called forth 
these remarks, and that they not on- 
ly think, but act. E. 


Fo the Editors of the Repertory. 
Dear BRETHREN, 

It having pleased Almighty God 
in his wise. Providence to take out 
of this world the souls of two belov- 
ed sisters, whom his Holy Spirit had 
first prepared for their great change, 
I have enclosed to you a brief obit- 
uary notice of them,* together with 
some extracts from their private pa- 
pers shewing what were the secret 
exercises of their souls toward God. 
When we are deprived of the bene- 
fit of the lives of God’s servants, it 
becomes our duty to make the most 
of their deaths; and if they leave be- 
hind them any evidences of the 
means by which they attained to ho- 
liness, and became prepared for 
death, such evidences are the com- 
mon property of those who survive. 
I will not allow myself to add any 
thing more, relative to their personal 
excellences, lest it be supposed 
that fraternal partiality has led me 
to the too common fault of exager.- 
tion. Let the documents which I 
enclose, and which no human eye 
than their own had ever seen before 
their deaths, shew the nature of 
those principles which ruled their 
hearts and actuated all their con- 
duct. They will be found to be 
those views of the christian religion 
which you have ever. sought to in- 
culcate in the pages of your miscel- 
lany and which every where abound 
in.the pages of the sacred volume. 
Particularly do I hope that your rea- 
ders will have their attention strong- 
ly drawn to one circumstance, con- 
spicuous throughout these docu- 
ments. I mean the efficacy of pa- 
rental example, prayer, and instruc- 


*See No. for November. 
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tion in preparing the youthful mind 
for the reception of the true Gospel of 
Jesus Christ—a subject which sure- 
ly cannot be too much insisted up- 
on, by those who would promote the 
best religious interests of mankind. 
If indeed, I have ever attained to 
any just views and feelings on the 
all important subject of religion, if I 
have been enabled to avoid any of 
those things in practice which are 
contrary thereto, I have always said 
and thought and felt that it was, un- 
der God, to be ascribed to the holy 
example, the pious instructions, and 
importunate intercessions of a now 
sainted mother, rather than to any 
other human means whatever, and 
I have ever regarded that as one of 
the worst heresies of religion, which 
rejects or lightly regards the effica- 
cy of religious education. That the 
following papers may serve to con- 
firm your readers in the true princi- 
ples of the Gospel, stimulate Parents 
and Guardians to make a full trial 








of their ministry over the young can- 
| didates for eternity, who are com- 
| mitted to their charge, is the prayer 
of your friend and Brother. 


WILLIAM MEADE. 
October 25th, 1823. 


The following extracts are taken 
Jrom some papers written by the 
elder sister, Miss Susan Meape, 
on the occasion of her Mother's 
death, in the year 1813. 

There was a time, most dear, 
most exemplary Mother, when the 
thought of thy departue from this 
world, (without me,) was agony to 
my soul, that I could not bear; and 
often have I prayed the Father of 
mercies, to take me with thee—but 
blessed be that God, he suffered 
thee to live, and teach my soul to 
say, “thy will, Oh God, be done.” 
On this I rest my heart, and glory 
in thy gain—Praise the Lord! Oh 
my soul, and forget not all his bene- 
fits.” Though the cup is full of bit- 
cerness, I drink it, and say “the 





Lord be praised;” heavy is the 
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stroke, “but it is the Lord.” “Let 
him do what seemeth to him good.” 
He has torn from :ne the dearest, 
sweetest joy I had on earth. 

-«« Phy happiness, Oh precious Mo- 
ther, was iy first and ardent wish 
—ihou art now supremely happy — 
and can I murmur, Oh merciful 
God, at thy great love in making 
her so? No, let me rather glory in 
thy wonderful goodness, in calling 
thy servant from sickness and sor- 
row, to everlasting bliss; long and 
painful had been her service here—-_ 
faithful and diligent her stewardship 


EXTRACTS FROM MISS SUSAN MEADE’S PAPERS. 





—yjvyfully, yet patiently, did she 


wait for her dear Master’s coming || 
—sweetly did sne sink to everlast- | 


ing rest. “A glorious smile in 
death” was ners—bright beaming 
fain, and hope of heavenly joys, 
lighted chy last hours—a Saviour’s 
redee:ning love surrounded thee. 
Great God! how good art thou to . 
thy cinidren! Sweet, sweet saint! 
my soul longs to follow thee to thy 
blisstui home—I can no more be 
delighted with thy animating smile, 
thy dear voice of counsel and ten- 
der reproof—but may thy holy ex- 
ample be ever before me, animating 





me to do thy will ia all things. , 


Great Shepherd of Israel, guide 
and guard me to thy heavenly home. 

Oh .nost merciiul 
grait 
mike the example of my sainted 
Mother, my guide and pattern— 
may her holy, useful, and pious life 
be deeply impressed on my mind, 
and be a constant and lively incen- 
tive, to walk before my God in pure- 
ness and holiness of living, to his 
honor and his glory—may thy great 
goodness shewn to me in the bright 
= of which shone 

| t her life, be as seed sown, 





Lord God! 
me grace and strength to | 








forth fruit unto - 
ness, “and the end, eve life.” 


Grant, Ob Lord, that I may be unit- 
ed two her again in thy heavenly | 
kingdom! Oh grant, that all her | 
anxious cares and 





and labors, for the | 





welfare of all committed to her 
guidance, may be blessed w all 
eternity——imay our hearts bless the 
siver of so great, so precious a gift, 
and shew forth our praises, not on- 
ly with our lips, but in our lives— 
may we through the all sudicient 
merits of our blessed Saviour, be 
found amongst thy jewels—but let 
us remember that “to whom much 
is given, of him much shall be ree 
quired,” and be forever on our 
guard, lest our Lord at his coming 
should find us sleeping. “4 say un- 
to all, watch.” 

How often has my dear mother 
said, (when failing to bind her chil- 
dren’s hearts in submission to her 
will,) and with eyes filled with tears, 
“my death perhaps may do more 
for you than my life.” You will 
then { hope be brought to reflec- 
tion, and your hearts will be remind- 
ed of all I have ever said to you— 
you will then believe, that all said 
or done by me, which now opposes 
your will or wounds your feelings; 
was solely and purely for your own 
real good, and not as you may now 
Suppose, an indulgence of other 
feelings in me. “I am lost to sel-« 
fishness when iny children’s guod, 
either here, or hereafter, is present 
with me.” This, and much more, 
would she often say to us; to melt 
our hearts, and bow thein in obedi- 
ence to what was right, and best for 
us todo. Qh! that all may make 
a deep impression on our hearts, 
and be cherished with purest, fond- 
est love~inay those impressive 
words; “my death nay do more for 
you, than iny life,” keep up in us, 
an effectionate re. ne nbrance, of the 
christian purity which adorned her 
life, and made her closing scene 
— may her bereaved children 

ollow her ia that path, which it is 
now our dearest consolation to re- 
lect, has borne her, through the 
precious merits of our atoning Sa- 
viour to immortal glory. Keep in 
memory the heavenly joy so often 
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expressed, beaming from the full 
eye and thankful heart of thy saint- 
ed mother, on the success of her 
efforts to maintain regularity in fami 
ly prayer, in her sick chamber—i:) 
this she had often to struggle with 
mahy opposing circumstances.— 
Thank God, she would say, I have 
been supported through this duty; 
and I trust that in time, my unwea- 
ried endeavours and exertions, for 
order and regularity in other things, 
will be alike blest—“do thou thy 
part, and leave to heaven the rest.” 

Would it not be in a great degree 
criminal, were I to let the duty of 
daily self-examination be neglected. 
when it has been pressed upon me. 
by the being of all others I most 
loved and venerated. Ob God! 
pardon my weakness, when I forget 
this salutary practice,and strengthen 
me to pursue it profitably—so may 
I act up to all the good examples 
and pious precepts of that dear mo- 
ther, who taught me to love thee, 
to honour thy holy name, to rejoice 
in thy most righteous will, to keep 
thy commandments, to praise and 
bless thee for all things. Thus did 
our christian mother instruct her 
children and servants. Thou, Oh 
Lord! in thy fatherly love, spared 
her to us, when sickness and infirmi- 
ty, left her little on earth, to make 
life desirable—but her well ordered 
mind, was ever joyful and serene— 
trusting in thee, to do with her ac- 
cording to thy good pleasure. Now 
hast thou seen fit to take her from 
us—thou hast transplanted the soul 
whom thou lovest to thine own bo- 
som;—while we feel the loss with 
deep sorrow, give us from our 
hearts to say-——“Thy blessed will be 
done.” 

On our manner of speaking to ser- 
vants, and treatment of them, how 
often have we been admonished by 
our dear mother. Always my dear 
children speak to them with civility 
and politeness—it is a christian du- 
ty; they ere your fellow-creatures, 
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made by the same loving Father, and 
have immortal souls, to be redeem- 
ed by the same Saviour—often do 
they feel more than you suppose, 
the ill language they receive, and 
it betrays a great want of goodness 
of heart; and if indulged in, will cer- 
tainly tend to harden the heart a- 
gainst them, and thereby fix in you, 
an improper feeling, which man 
should never indulge in, against his 
fellow man.—Our Saviour’s golden 
rule, should be the guide, by which 
you speak, and act, and think to- 
wards them—bear with their infirmi- 
ties; reprove them coully and affec- 
tionately—never use harsh and bit- 
ter language to them; make not ‘heir 
faults and infirmities, a subject of 
conversation, rather pray for them; 
do not provoke them, by harsh re- 
proof and invective, and thereby 
urge them, to improper language 
or conduct; in your conduct to- 
wards them, be just, and generous, 
and set them good examples in all 
things. 

On the subject of ‘self-indulgence,’ 
our blessed mother’s fears for her 
children, have been frequently, and 
most affectionately addressed to us. 
My dear children, she would say, 
my weak state of health requires 
many little indulgences, that I would 
most gladly exchange, (were it my ~ 
heavenly Father’s will) for health and 
strength, such as you enjoy. I fear 
you may, from so long witnessing 
these things in me, be led insensibly 
to think them needful for you, who 
possess health and activity of body, 
and therefore cannot require the 
various little indulgences, which a 
poor, weak, sick frame, tied nearly 
to one spot, necessarily calls for; 
this reflection, more than any other, 
my dear children, makes me lament 
injured b “ ng babit Of self 
i y acquiring habits 
indulgence, prejudicial, both to soul 
and body. Best and most devot- 
ed mother! Oh! may we, by God's 


‘sovereign grace preventing, avoid 











the fearful rock, of self-indulgence. 
Keep us alive, Oh God! to its dan- 
gereus snares and temptations; and 
may we ever escape them......... dace 
Ever since my youth, would my 
dear mother say to us, it has been 
my pleasure to instruct and advise 
those for good, who were ignorant 
or friendless; and my greatest plea- 
sure ever was, to please and benefit 
others. Sweetest, dearest, best of 
beings! may I recall to mind, all 
thy amiable qualities, and strive 
most unweariedly, to make them 
miiie;—my nature is dreadfully cor- 
rupt; thine was of purer mould; thou 


wast early born a child of God; thou | 
didst seek him early, and found hin; | 


thou lovedst him, before, and above 
all things, from thy youth up; thy 
hopes and joys, were ever full of 
immortality; thy pleasure, was to do 
thy heavenly Father’s will; to know, 
that he was present with thee, in 
thought, word, and deed, was thy 
greatest joy. My blessed mother ! 
shall I ever attain to that pure and 
perfect mind of thine! Saviour of 
sinners! save me from all evil, both 
of omission and commission! 

My blessed mother, was ever urg- 
ing upon her children, the necessity 
and advantage of early rising, as a 
duty io God, their fellow-creatures, 
and t .emselves;—when speaking to 
us on this subject, she has frequent- 
ly mentioned her own offices of love. 
pe: formed at this early period of 
the day, to the sick domestics in 
her mother-in-law’s family; before 
the hour of breakfast, it was her 
daily business and pleasure, to visit 
the sick, and provide them medi- 
cine; here is surely a powerful, de- 

htful, incentive to her children to 
“ees rising, knowing also, as we do, 
ply ‘much she had at heart, bow 


strove to bring us to gs 


Let us remember too, for some 
years past, how sweet was her com 
munion with ber God, while all bu 


herself were lost in sleep. After a 
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certain period of the night, her body 
felt not a desire of longer repose, 
and the vigor of her mind, refresh- 
ed and renovatec, turned in prayer 
and praise, to that being in whom 
her soul delighted; gratitude, we all 
must remember, peculiarly marked 
her character—sweet season this, 
for full and free communion; now 
did she implore heaven’s mercy for 
her children; now did she seek for 
grace, to turn their erring hearts, to 
God and virtue; now did she pray 
for assistance in all her undertak- 
ings;—for every creature she pray- 
ed; Aer love took in the whole hu- 
man race; and after using her best 
and most earnest endeavours, to ef- 
fect the good of all within her reach, 
she resigned her will and pleasure, 
to the God and guide ofall. “I leave 
the rest to Heaven.”’........00.0++.. FLOW 
often have my drowsy senses been 
awakened, ‘at morning’s early 
dawn,” by the sound of my ascend- 
ed mother’s, sweet, sweet tones; 
‘*hymning her Creator’s praise !” 
Ob! what a joyful heart was hers! 
not the low perishable joys of earth; 
but elevated, founded on hopes of 
future, never ending bliss;—to thee, 
my happy mother, to thee, “to live 
was Christ, and to die was gain.” 
“Oh Lord! do thou the prayers fulfil, 
She offered for us here.”......0...00 
“My dear children, beware of le- 
vity;” be more serious, be more 
thoughtful, more conversant with 
your own minds; guard against a 
light and trifling conversation; if you 
nave not good and useful thoughts, 
of your own at command, I have in- 
structed you in, and stored your 
minds, from the best authors, re- 
flect on, and speak over, the wise 
¢dmonitions you have had engraft- 
e on your remembrance, and in 
time, this will train you to useful 
thoughts and words of your own; 


‘this exercise will keep your thoughts 


‘yom wandering to unprofitable, vain, 
ad trifling things, and turn them 
within, where they may be always 
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profitably engaged. “Guard wel! 
thy thoughts: thy thoughts are heard 
in Heaven,” and are registered 
there; therefore be afraid and asham- 
ed to indulge an entrance to trifles 
of this life, where prayer, praise. 
and thanksgiving should forever 
Well, ..rccscosscrssece 
[ To be continued. | 


For the Repertory. 
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Msssrs. Eprrors: I have pe- 
rused the communication in your 
last number signed by the Secreta- 
ry of the Maryland Convention of 
1823, and beg leave, thus publicly, 
to express my thanks for the gra- 
cious condescension he has mani- 
fested, in noticing the complaint of 
“an humble and obscure individu- 
al,” who, as he with such becoming 
meekness and courtesy insinuated, 
must be more stupid than ‘the prin- 
ter’s boy.”” To what printer’s boy 
the Secretary alludes, I have no 
means of ascertaining, as my ac- 
quaintance with that class of persons 
in the literary world, is extremely 
limited:—but I presume he must be 
a bey of uncommon sagacity, as he 
is supposed to have the power of as- 
certaining all that a Rector has said 
in his parochial report about the 
state of his parish, by casting his eye 
over a short line of figures, indica- 
tive of the number of baptisms, fu- 
nerals, and communicants; and, by 
parity of reasoning, he must be able 
to make himself master of the en- 
tire contents of a large volume, by 
merely casting his eye over the in- 
dex. Surely, Messrs. Editors, the 
boy who can do this, may with pro- 
priety be called “the Printer’s De- 
vil.” Of what immense service 
would such a boy be to a professor 
of any science taught in our univer- 
sities, who should wish to favour the 
world with the-substance and beau- 
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‘ies of some massive folios without 
subjecting himself to the troubie of 
reading them through ! 

But, without playfulness, Messrs. 
Editors, I must declare, that not- 
withstanding the attempts of the 
Secretary to represent the declara- 
tion as ridiculous or stupid, my con- 
viction remains unchanged, that, in 
the proper sense of the words, not a 
single parochial report is inserted in 
the Journal of the last Convention 
of Maryland. What is a parochial 
report? I do not mean to ask, what 
idea we have formed of a parochial 
report from the specimens that have 
been exhibited in some Conventional 
Journals: but what kind of a docu- 
ment is a parochial report, accord- 
ing to the definition given in the ca- 
nons of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, which 
are the highest authority on this sub- 
ject? The language of the 45th ca- 
non is so clear and explicit, that I 
should suppose none could misun- 
derstand it, and I beg leave once 
more to lay it before your readers: 
“ Asa full and accurate view of the 
state of the Church, from time to 
time, is highly useful and necessary, 
it is hereby ordered, that every Min- 
ister of this Church shall present, or 
forward, at every annual Conven- 
tion, to the Bishop of the diocess, or 
where there is no Bishop, to the 
President of the Convention, a state- 
ment of the number of baptisms, 
marriages and funerals, and of thé 
number of communicants in his pa- 
rish or church, and of all other mat- 
ters that may throw light on the 
state of the same.”’ I have looked 
over the Journal of the Maryland 
Convention for 1823, and I do not 
find any thing which is entitled to the 
name of a hial report, accord- 
ing to the above definition. Indeed, 
the fact that no such parochial re- 
ports as the canon contemplates are 
to be found in the Journal, is plainly 
:dmited by the Committee on the 
state of the Church, when they say, 
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we “ present the following abstract 
of the parochial reports of this year.” 
But the Secretary, in order to esta- 
blish his point, has given us a defi- 
nition of a parochial report, well 
adapted to his purpose: he says *pa- 
rochial reports consist of a statement 
of the number of baptisms, marria- 
ges, funerals, and communicants in 
each parish; together with such other 
remarks on the freculiar condition 
end prospects of the parish, as the 
Rector may see fit to annex and the 
convention to order for publication.” 
From whence did he derive the 
Jatter clause of this definition? Cer- 
tainly not from the canon; for that 
requires that he should report ail 
such matters as are calculated to 
throw light on the state of his parish; 
and leaves no discretion to the state 
Convention, as to the manner in 
which they shall be disposed of — 
but peremptorily orders, that the 
reports “ shall be read and entered 
on the Journal.” 
The General Convention, being 
the highest legislative body recog- 
in our ecclesiastical constitu- 
tion, has, of course, the power of 
enasting laws on all subjects which 
have been committed to its control 
-by the different parties or members 
of the confederation: all laws su en- 
acted, are binding upon the whole 
Church: and no local ecclesiastical 
legislature have any right to annul 
or contravene them. These I con 
ceive to be self evident truths, funda- 
mental principles, inseparably con- 
nected with the very nature and ex- 
istence of our Church union. Dis- 
cord and confusion must be the ne- 
cessary consequences in every con- 


_ federated government, whether civil 


Poe ag if any one member 






lw enacted bythe supreme legis 
Let us suppose a case per- 
Se ainiiel with the cocsaeane 


nons of the General Convention re- 
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quires that “before all sermons and 
lectures, no prayers shall be used 
except those set forth in the Book 
of Common Prayer”—and another 
enjoins it upon every minister to 
read the pastural letters of the house 
of Bishops, to his people, on some 
occasion of public worship. Nowy 
suppose, for example, that the Con- 
vention of Ohio should pass a reso- 
lution, that the clergy of that diocess 
should read only the heads and divi- 
sions of the pastoral letters, or an 
abstract of them; and use the Prayer 
Book or not, according to their own 
discretion, before sermons or lec- 
tures and other occasions of public 
worship. Would such a resolution 
be obligatory? Would it be lawful? 
Would it not occasion serious ap- 
prehension and concern in the minds 
of all who are friendly to law and 
good government? What then will 
be thought of the act of the majority 
of the lay delegates in the last Con- 
vention of Maryland, by which they 
refused to dispose of the parochial 
reports according to the positive di- 
rection of the 45th canon? Far be 
it from me to represent the laity as 
inclined to insubordination, or a wil- 
ful disregard of the highest authority 
of the Church. The opinion ex- 
pressed in my former communica- 
tion is probably correct, viz: the vote 
was inconsiderately given, and arose 
from the laity’s unacquaintance with 
the canons of the Church. 

I do not intend, at present, to dis- 
cuss the wisdom or expediency of 
the 45th canon, or any other law en- 
acted by the General Convention.— 
Every good subject feels himself 
bound to obey every existing law, 
presuming that it is wise, and cal- 
culated to promote the good of the 
community at large. If any ex- 








isting canon of the Church is unwise 


‘in its provisions or injurious in its 
‘effects, the evil is to be corrected 


ina regular way. The obnoxious 
canon ‘must be restricted, modified, 


‘changed, or repealed, by the repre- 
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sentatives of the whole Church, in 
General Convention;—not by any 
Diocesan Conventions, because it is 
manifestly beyond their jurisdiction 
and control. 

The Secretary has totally misap- 
prehended me, if he understood me 
to express my approbation of the 
skeletons of parochial reports which 
have been exhibited on the pages of 
former Journals. My words are, 
“I had been disafpointed with for 
mer Journals of our state Conven- 
tion although in them I had found 
parochial reports—lean and summa- 
ry enough, to be sure; but, still, re- 
ports under the signature of the 
Rector, informing us how many he 
had baptized, married, and buried: 
how many communicants he had, 
together with the number added du- 
ring the year: a statement of the 
number of catechumens and Sun- 
day scholars: and now and then, a 
sentence or two, calculated to throw 
additional light upfion the state of 
religion in particular congrega- 
tions.” The reports referred to, 
succinct and imperfect as they were, 
are in my humble judgment far pre- 
ferable to the “ Abstract” entered 
on the pages of the last Journal, be- 
cause I do think that a statement of 
the number of communicants added 
during the year, and of the condi- 
tion of Sunday Schools, is calculat- 
ed to throw some light upon the 
state of religion in a parish, and to 
aid us in forming a judgment of its 
comparative prosperity or declen- 
sion. 

The above noted particulars of 
& additional information,”’ are not in- 
cluded, it is presumed, in the ¢hirty 
lines which the Secretary has culled 
out from the Journals of the Con- 
vention for three consecutive years. 
But even if the whole of the addi- 
tional information in question, should 
be found to occupy not more, onan 
average, than ten lines a year in the 


Journals of former Conventions—i:.. 


what way are we to acconnt for the 
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fact? Is it to be supposed that the 
clergymen of so many parishes as 
are represented in the Convention 
of Maryland, have never had any 
information to communicate which 
was calculated to “throw light” on 
the state of religion within their 
cures, other than a statement of the 
number of baptisms, funerals, mar 
riages, and communicants? If they 
had such information, is it probable, 
that, notwithstanding the positive or- 
der of the 45th canon, they would 
all, with one consent, refuse or ne- 
glect to insert it in their parochial 
reports? Is it not more rational to 
conclude, that what was done under 
the sanction of authority, in printing 
the last Journal, was done without 
authority, in printing former ones? 
Perhaps the Secretaries or Commit- 
tees for publishing the Journals, 
appointed by former Conventions, 
could inform us, whether we have = 
not heretofore, in some instances, 
been favoured with abstracts of the 
parochial reports, instead-of the re- 
ports themselves, as presented by 
the rectors of the respective pa- 
rishes? 

The Secretary, in defending the 
“Abstract”, declares that it presents 
‘in one line’, all the information 
about each parish, * that has usually 
appeared in the Journals of most di- 
oceses.” This declaration is alto- 
gether too broad and unlimited. If 
I am correctly informed, it is the 
practice in most of the dioceses in 
the United States, to comply with the 
directions of the 45th canon, by hav- 
ing the parochial reports presented 
by the different rectors, “read and 
entered on the Journals of the Con- 
vention” ; though unfortunately, the 
clergy in some dioceses ‘have: 
ed the habit of limiting their paro- 
chial to a summary state- 
mt of the number of 
and 
cants. But the reports, suchas they 
re, are entered onthe Journals em 
tire. If they are not in all: respeqts, 
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such reports as the canon requires, 
the fault rests not on the Convention. 
but on the Rectors. But I do con 

tend, that in many of ‘the dioceses, 
the practice now advocated, as be 

ing most canonical, is adopted. In 
proof of this, many Journals of the 
Conventions of our Church in differ- 
ent states, might be referred to; but 
I shall content myself with referring 
to two which happen now to be with- 
inmy reach. The first isa Journal 
of the Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the state of 
Ohio, held at Worthington, June 6 
and 7, 1821. 
parochial reports in that diocess, are 


It appears that the | 
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quite extended, and perhaps more | 


minute and particular than is to be 
desired in those states where the 
Church has been longer established 
and the clergy are more numerous 
There is scarcely one report on the 
Journal referred to, that does not 
Occupy at least one page, closely 
printed. The other Journal whici 
lies betore me, is of the proceedings 
of the New Jersey Convention for 
1823. The Bishop closes his ad- 
dress with the followmg words: “1 
“now offer the parochial reports 
“which have been presented to me 
“ by the proper officers of the seve- 
“ral congregations in the diocess, 
“¢ that they may be read for the infor- 
“ mation of the Convention, and in- 
“ sertcd on the Journal.” The first 
report is from the Bishop himself, 
comprised in twenty-one lines; and 
in addition to the usual numerical 
statement of baptisins, kc. he gives 
a brief account of the state of the 
Sunday School in his parish, and of 
the laudable efforts of some of his 
people in aid of the missionary cause. 
Another parochial report, inserted 
in the same Journal, occupies more 
than one fiage, and gives informa- 
tion calculated to throw much light 
on the state of the parish.* Are not 


* See, also, the last Journals of the di- 
oceses of Pennsylvania and North Caro- 
Tiha.—{ Ed. 















‘aese examples of compliance with 
vie laws of the Church, which are 

» be found in different and distant 
sections of our Zion, worthy of gen 
#ral imitation? 

I fear, Messrs. Editors, that I have 
already trespassed too long on the 
patience of your readers, as the sub- 
ject may be dry and uninteresting to 
many of them; but I wish, before I 
conclude, to say one word as to the 
motive which has influenced me in 
making the communication which 
you have been good enough to in- 
sert in your valuable Magazine. I 

‘ad no desire to enter into contro- 
versy on the subject; nor did I wish 
) arraign at the bar of the public, 
the Secretary, the Committee on the 
state of the Church, or any other 
officers of the Convention: and if any 
thing has fallen from my pen that 
will wound their feelings, none will 
more sincerely regret it than myself. 
The object of my first communica- 
tion was, to call the attention of your 
readers to an existing evil of no 
small magnitude, (which the Jour- 
nal of the last Convention of Mary- 
land, where it was most glaringly 
manifested, gave mea favorible op- 
portunity of doing); and to point out 
the remedy provided for it by the 
wisdom of the Church. The exis- 
tence of the evil alluded to, viz: a 
deficiency of information about the 
state of piety in our Church, is well 
known to all who are in the habit of 
examining our Conventional Jour- 
nals, to which the people generally 
look, as the most authentic sources 
of such information: and that it was 
a subject of serious regret and com- 
plaint not only to Episcopalians at 
large, but also to those in authority, 
was fairly to be inferred from the 
report made by the Committee on 
the state of the Church, to the Ma- 
ryland Convention in 1822, which 
concludes with the following words: 
“The Committee concur in lament- 
ing the manver in which the paro- 
“ chial reports are at present made! 
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¢ such is their conciseness, that they 
“ are confined to a mere numerical 
4‘ statement of the baptisms, marri- 
“ ages, and funerals, which occur in 


“the different congregations; thus 
“ rendering it impracticable for your 
“Committee to furnish a report, 
“which embraces any interesting 
* matter, or which would enable the 
“readers of our Journals to form 
‘any estimate of the state of piety 
« in the diocess. They do therefore 
“‘ recommend, that it be enjoined on 
“every clergyman, to embrace in 
«his parochial report such promi 
nent facts, or to suggest such re- 
‘¢ marks, as may serve to exhibit the 
« state of experimental piety among 
«the people to whom he ministers ” 
The only remedy for the existing 
evil, so justly pourtrayed in the a- 
bove paragraph, which I suggested. 
was, a compliance on the part of the 
Clergy and Conventions with the 
order contained in the 45th canon of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church i» 
the United States. The General 
Convention has in the above canon 
made wise and ample provision for. 
exhibiting to the people, “a full and 
accurate view of the state of the 
Church from time to time” And 
if the directions therein given, were 
followed, we might reasonably sup 
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pose that our Conventional Journals 
would be sought for with avidit: 
and read with the liveliest interes:: 


' 


q 


they would then become, what they | 


were originally intended to be, sour- 
ces of valuable information and spi- 
ritual pleasure to the members of 
our communion. But so long as 
the Journals exhibit nothing more 
than a numerical abstract of paro- 
chial reports, they will “present nei- 
ther a just nor a devout and honou- 
rable aspect of the state of the 
Church;” for, however lightly some 
Episcopalians may esteem such in- 
telligence, there are many others, 
and, it is to be hoped, a large majo- 
rity, who have taken up an opinion, 
that information with respect to “the 
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progress of vital godliness, the suc- 
cess of a preached gospel, the bene- 
ficial effects of charitable societies, 
the conversion of sinners, and the 
increase or declension of practical 
religion among the members of our 
communion,” is indispensablv ne- 
cessary to the forming of a “ full and 
accurate” judgment of the state of 
that spiritual community of which 
Christ is the head and his people 
are the anembers. 
PLAIN CHURCHMAN. 


From the Appendix to the Fifth 
Annual Report of the Swansea 
and Neath Auxiliary Peace Soe 
ciety. 


REMARKS ON DUELLING, 


BY A FRENCH GENTLEMAN OF DISTINGs 
TION. 


War between nations is horrible 
without doubt, and every man ought 
to desire to see at length a univer- 
sal and lasting peace succeed to the 
long wars which have desolated hu- 
manity. But the duel has some- 
thing in it, if possible, still more 
itrocious. There we often calcu-. 
iate in cold blood on the death cf 
our adversary. And wherefore? for 
a word—an emotion of self-love! 
May every duellist,—all those who 
uutrage humanity by giving their 
sanction to single combats,—feel all 
the horrors of despair which I have 
myself experienced, and which have 
completely cured me of this terrible 
passion, the disgrace of human na- 
ture. Educated as a military stu- 
dent, I had acquired great address 
m arms, and I passed, as they say 
in the world (“four une tree forte. 
lame”) for a very good fencer. 
Born with a violence of character, 
brought up in false principles of 
honour, and proud of my skill, I 
saught quarrels rather than avoided 
them; and when I took my sword in 
my hand, which often happened, f 
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regarded my adversary with a look Tl one purse; of the same height; our 


of ferocity, saying to myself, in two 
minutes he will be prostrate at my 
fee!. I have here made the painful 
confession, and at this moment I am 
seized with horror at myself! But 
conqueror or conquered, I never 
quitted these frightful combats with- 
out challenging a new one. One 
day in consequence of a dispute, 
the foundation of which was so un 
important that I cannot now recall 
it, I received a sword-cut, (it was 
the only time in my life;) I lost 
much blood! they carried me away; 
so far from being occupied with my 
situation, I thought only of ven- 
geance, and I said to my friend, “A- 
bove all things, keep watch over my 
adversary, that he may not quit the 
town before my wound is healed. I 
will renew the combat.” In short, 
2 month after, and while still weak, 
I could no longer retain my impa- 
tience; I caused my adversary to be 
summoned; we met again in the 
same place; scarcely had our swords 
crossed each other, when mine 
pony him, and he fell at my feet. 
saw his blood flowing from the 
wound with savage joy. He did 
not die; and had not my friends soli- 
cited me to forget all, I should have 
demanded anvther combat. 

_God in his mercy looked on me 
with compassion; and I was cured 
of my fatal passion by a duel, the 
remembrance of which still makes 
my hair stand on end! 

I have a friend, the friend of my 
childhood. We never quitted each 
other; our tastes were the same; his 
character was only more mild than 
mine; he was brave, but without vio- 
he made war, because he be- 
i that bis duty obliged him to 
_do so; but he sighed over all its hor- 
yors. He did not like duels, but 
that_ accursed point of ripinse pd 
which men are so blinded, ay 

w 


ed him from refusing to 
_ We lived together: we had but 






Sword. 














wardrope was in common; never 
did two brothers love each other 
more warmly than we did; we would 
each of us have rejoiced to shed our 
blood for the other. One day, a 
fatal day,—but that it withdrew me 
from my guilty passion—we were 
walking with seven or eight of our 
companions. We were jocular, 
and we said a thousand trifling 
things. At last, I know not how it 
was, but we employed such expres- 
sions as attracted the notice, and 
excited the astonishment of our 
comrades. This was enough; I 
put my hand on the hilt of my 
sword; he did the same. Wethrew 
off our coats; but already repent- 
ance was in my heart. I saw my- 
self guilty of fratricide; I perceived 
that he experienced the same senti- 
ments by the feebleness of his at- 
tack. I contented myself with par- 
rying it, and some times presented 
to him the point of my sword; my 
eyes became dim; I felt the tears 
that pride restrained; but for this 
guilty pride, I had broken my sword, 
and should have thrown myself into 
his arms. But God had ordained 
that my chastisement should be 
more terrible; my bewildered sight 
rendered me unable to judge of dis- 
tances; I thought that I only pre- 
sented to him the point of my sword! 
I touched him in the middle of the 
body; at that instant he bore upon 
me; my sword passed through him, 
and he fell uttering a groan! 

I believed him dead. The most 
frightful despair seized me. I drew 
out my sword, red with his blood, 
and would have passed it through 
my own body. My friends threw 
themselves on me, and disarmed 
me. My unhappy frieml was pla- 
ced in a carriage. I wished to be 
with him. They opposed me, and 
menaced me. I overcame them; in 
short, I entered the carriage; I took 
him in my arms; I was still in the 
costume of combat; I was covered 
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with his blood; I called him: he 
could not speak; he pressed my) 
hand, and his eyes expressed only 
the tender sentiments of affection: 
Arrived in his chamber, the sur- 
geon, who had been sent for, endea- 
voured to examine the wound; it 
was so deep that he could not then 
pronounce on it. They wished me 
to retire; I refused; I remained 
near him, regarding him with the 
fixed gaze of the most frightlul des- 
pair! I suffered no person to ap- 
proach him but myself. The next 
evening they prevailed on me to re- 


tire to my chamber, during a few | 
hours of the night, to procure some | 


repose; but what repose! if my eyes 


closed for a moment, I imagined I | 
saw his bloody spectre showing me | 


the wound he had received from my 


cold sweat covered my face; 


table cries; I sprung out of my bed; 
I ran into his chamber, and I was 
not satisfied until I had seen that he 


breathed. He continued in danger 
six weeks, and during these, I re- 


mained overwhelmed with the an- | 
At last he was | 


guish of despair. 
cured; but the strong impression I 
had received changed my whole 
being, and I never heard a duel spo- 
ken of without trembling with hor- 
ror! I have sought to repair my 
faults by conciliating all the quar- 
rels of which I am a witness, or 
which come to my knowledge. | 
have had the happiness to succeed, 
and this is a great source of conso- 
lation to me. 

May my example admonish those 
men, who madly believe that they are 
dishonoured, if they do not revenge 
with blood the slightest offence, of- 
ten involuntary. 

Christians, if you desire always to 
be worthy of this title, imitate our 
Lord Jesus Christ. You cease to 
be Christians, when you~ cease to 
practise his precepts! a 

Vou. V....No. s—W 


CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS. 
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CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS, 


It is not a little gratifying to us to 
observe ‘the gradual dispersion of 
those objections, and the decrease of 
those prejudices, which formerly ex- 
isted against the constitution and 
practices of the Episcopal Church 
in this country, among our dissent- 
ing brethen. The merits and use 
of our Evangelical Liturgy, have 
obtained among the wise and good, 
such universal approbation, that now 
we frequently see those, who a lit- 
tle while ago, would have consider- 
ed ita species of idolatry to kneel at 
our Communion ‘Table, and a mere 
formality of devotion, to juin in our 
admirable service, cordially uniting 
in all the worship of the sanctuary, 
and walking with us as brethren, in 


'| all the offices of Christian fellowship. 
cruel hand, and saying to me, “Dear | 
friend, itis by thee that I die.” A | 
my | 
hair stood on end; I uttered lamen- | 


The celebration of those remarkable 
events in the early history of the in- 
troduction and establishment of the 
Christian dispensation—such as the 
birth, crucifixion, resurrection and 
ascension of the great Redeemer of 
the world; the descent of the Holy 
Ghost, the promised comforter and 
joy of the people of God; together 
with the administration of the apos- 
tolic rite of confirmation—are no 
longer the subject of ridicule, as if 
classed among the errors of Po- 
pery. In most instances, they are 
regarded with respect, and we be- 
lieve with increasing approbation.— 
In almost everv place where the 
pure, evangelical doctrines of the 
Gospel are regularly preached and 
enforced by our Clergy, do we find 
a kindly disposition entertained on 
the part of dissenters, towards the 
Episcopal Church. 

But our Baptist brethren in Boston, 
are disposed to discountenance the 
commemoration of the Savivur’s 
birth, because it is not enjoined in 
Scripture, while at the same time, in 
‘any places they frequently cele- 
brate with religious services, the birth 
day of our national Independence.— 
W hich of the twois of the most im- 








170 


rtance to the human family, we 
i the.n to judge. 

We rejvice to see, from the an- 
nexed remarks of our Presbyteria» 
brethren oi Charleston, S. C., that 
they have thrown aside the bigotry 
of former years, and in the spirit o: 
the Guspel stept forward, to embrace 
as brethren all who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity: and cor- 
dially united in the celebration of that 
glorious day, when the Angels 
Heaven p.oclaimed to our apostate 
worid, * Peace on earth and good 
will to men.”’ 

We introduce the following arti- 
cles, for the purpose of giving our 
readers an opportunity of judging 
for themselves on the merits of the 
quesuon concerning the celebration 
of Curistmas, respecting whic, opi- 
nions so widely different, are enter- 
tained by two Christian denomina- 
tions.—| Ed. Repertory. 


From the Christian Watchman, of 28th | 


December, 1822. 


Observing it to have been publish- 
ed in one of the newspapers of this 
city, that the Baptists would open 
their churches for the celebration of 
Christmas, on Wednesday last, we 
think it proper to state, that this was 
mot the case at the three principal 
meeting-houses of this denomination. 
We have no information respecting 
the two other churches, but think it 
probable they were not opened. 

This denomination have generally 
refrained from the special comme- 
moration of this day: not because 
they do not as really feel grateful in 
recoliecting the advent of the Sa- 
viowr as other Christians; but for the 
in reason, that there is no 
nand in the ap for its cele- 
A, Nor any exa for it in the 
practice of the Apostles and primi 
tive Christians, to render it their 
duty. 
the liberty secured io all professed 
Christians, of voluntarily practising 







Whilst they are happy in 
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according to their own views in this 
and other particulars, they rejoice 
that no restraint is laid upon any, 
e:her in the laws of our country, or 
in public opinion. They, however, 
can see no greater reason for setting 
apart, for special public religious ex- 
ercises, the birth day of the Saviour, 
than the day of his crucifixion, or 
that of his ascension —_If authorized 
to depart from primitive practice in 
one instance, they may be warranted 
to do so in another; and perhaps the 
tinal consequence may be, that the 
Protestant Church may be consider- 
ed to be under obligation to observe 
as many public festivals and fasts as 
the Church of Rome. They do not 
believe that their glorious Redeem- 
er, the author and foundation of the 
Gospel, designed that the dispensa- 
tion which he came to establish, 
snould be a burdensome service, 
like that of Moses, or of the Romish 
Church, or like any worldly religious 
establishment. They believe that 
the Gospel and its appendages are 
simple, and peculiarly appropriate 
to the objects of Infinite Wisdom.— 
They, therefore, lay aside the obser- 
vance of these days, as the unautho- 
rized appointments of men. But 
they gratefully recognize the divine 
authority of the example given in 
apostolic and primitive practice, re- 
specting public religious services on 
the first day of each week, or Lord’s- 
day. The solemnization of this day 
they consider obligatory, and as com- 
memorative of that grand event in 
the history of their Lord, which he 
designed they never should forget, 
his glorious resurrection from the 
dead. On the certainty of this fact, 
al the hopes of his disciples and 
friends are placed, because it is a 
full attestation of all the miracles 
which he wrought—of all the prin- 











ciples which he promulgated and 
enforced—and a seal to the efficacy 
of that aionement, which he made for 


the _of all who beli 
am all who believe ix 


1825. 


From the Southern Intellirencer, of 21st 
Dec. 1822. 


CHRISTMAS. 


Gratitude or policy has induced 
mankind to celebrate those days, 
which are distinguished as events of 
peculiar national blessings.— A bat- 
tle, whose consequences were bene- 
ficial, has for ages received an an- 
nual and joyful celebration. As long 
as we are blessed with prosperity 
and retain the records of history, the 
day of the declaration of our Inde- 
pendence will be remembered and 
observed by the American people. 
All who respect virtue, admire true 
patriotism and are capable of grati 
tude, will ever remember the birth 
day of Washington, who was equal 
ly distinguished for his bravery and 
moderation in war and for his fidelity 
and wisdom in peace. And in many 


parts of our country, there is a regu- 


lar celebration of those days when 
our forefathers first landed on these 
desert shores, and laid the founda 
tion of a great and prosperous nation. 
The propriety of regarding these 
events, is acknowledged by all who 
value the blessings with which they 
are connected. 

But very soon the battles of Sara- 
toga and York-Town, like those of 
Marathon and Thermopy!z, will on- 
ly be known as historical events, dis 


connected with the blessings of lib- - 
erty; and the glory of America, like 


that of Greece, will have passed 
away forever. Men will then read 
the life of Washington, as the bene- 
factor of a country, whose institutions 
are nomore. Then the story of our 
prosperity and greatness, may be 
considered as fabulous, as we now 
view the delightful pictures of tne 
Golden Age of Greece. And then 
the facts of the settlement and inde- 
pendence of our country, will be of 
little interest, but to confirm the les- 
sons, given by Babylon and Rome, 
of the fading character of human 
glory. 


GELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS. 
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We desire on this occasion, to call 
the attention of our readers, to an 
event whose consequences will be 
felt from generation to generation, 
unaffected by the fall of nations or 
the revolution of empires! An event 
which has no connexion with the 
principles of human policy or the 
splendour of human genius; be- 
cause its object is to estublish a 
Kingdom not of this world—to pre- 
pare the soul for the presence of its 
Maker! We refer to the Birth of 
Jes.s Christ, the Saviour of the 
world! Shall we neglect the natal 
day of Him who brought life and 
immortality to light? who unfolded 
the treasures of divine wisdom. and 
shed them abroad by the influence of 
His own perfect example and sub- 
lime eloquence! who opened the 
door of reconciliation with the Fa- 
ther, by suffering for us the penalty 
of the law, and answering for us 
the requirements of Justice! And 
who finally conquered death and the 
grave, and sent the Spirit of truth, 
to guide us in the path of duty. and 
(9 save us from error and from sin. 
These are blessings which will last 
wich worldly honors have faded, 
when worldly treasures have cor- 
rupted, and when worldly friend- 
ships have passed away! What 
event is more worthy of special 
Christian remembrance, than the 
birth day of such a friend, of such a 
benefactor ! 

We believe that the dissenting 
Churches in most of our cities, have 
become convinced of the propriety 
and duty of regarding this day.— 
They are no longer swayed by the 
prejudice, of its being a Popish ob- 
servance, or by the futile objections 
of the uncertainty of the time of our 
Saviour’s birth; but are persuaded 
that the time is immaterial. if there 
is only a general agreement as to 
some one day. This is certainly the 
era of liberal sentiment and exand- 
ed benevolence! Sectarian walls of 
partition are fast falling away! and 
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Christians are learning to love one 
another, for the love of Christ, their 
Master! Let the most prejudiced 
Episcopalian and the most bigoted 
Presbyterian, meet on the shores of 
Jordan; they would walk to the tomb 
of the Saviour in company, and re- 
member His birth and all the events 
of His life, without reference to mi- 
nor points of controversy. On that 
sacred spot, they would, with the 
Apostles, become the simple follow- 
ers of the Saviour and be inclined to 
adopt the purity of His worship.— 
The illiberal effects of so many cen- 
turies of controversy would there, 
at once, disappear. Those who in 
America, were separated by moun- 
tains of insurmountable prejudice, 
in Palestine, would act as Christians 
and embrace as brethren! 

When we consider the glorious 
and permanent character of the 
blessings which flow from this event, 
the manner of its celebration is a 
most serious subject of considera- 
tion. Thanksgiving for mercies 
which were produced by such love 
and sufferings, should be distin- 
guished by feelings joyous but sober 
—lightness of manner or intemper- 
ance of conduct should find no place 
in our joy. A liberal use of the 
blessings of life and a generous hos- 
pitality to all about us, are to be join- 
ed to a feeling of dependence on God 
for the gr@at temporal and spiritual 
mercies which we have received, 
through the gift of His Son, whose 
birth we celebrate. 

Hoping that our readers, in the 

midst of their festivities, will not for- 
get the precepts and example of 
Him, whose birth they remember, 
we close, by wishing them all a 
“Merry ae 


Bc apr is like Lime, which 


ieawess not its fire by any smoke or 
heat, till you cast water, the enemy of 
fire, upon it; neither doth our natural cor- 
ruption rage so mach as when we are us- 
ing means to quench and destroy it.” 











Watere —“Sin, or cor- 


i! 
| He speaks the word, and ‘there is light.” 


LINES WRITTEN IN SICKNESS. 


| 
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From the Christian Observer. 
LINES WRITTEN IN SICKNESS, 
ON PSALM xxx, 4, 5. 


“ Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints of his; 
and give thanks at the remembrance of 
his holiness. For his anger endureth 
but a moment: in his favour is life.— 
Weeping may endure for a night, but 
joy cometh in the morning.” 


What thanks I owe thee, Heav’nly Lord, 
For all the wonders of thy word, 

In ev’ry pang, in ev’ry fear, 

1 find the treasured comfort here. 

Thy chast’ning anger soon is past; 

Thy healing mercies ever last, 

And with reviving influence shed 
Eternal blessings on my head ! 


When penitence in trembling mood, 
Uplifts my streaming eyes to God; 
And sins of ev’ry name and age 

By turns my mournful thoughts engage; 
Full soon awake, with cheering light, 
Thy pard’ning mercies on my sight; 
And the Rzpremer’s name bestows 
A “double” peace for all my woes. 


When mov’d by sin, or cold neglect, 

Thy stern rebukes my soul correct; 

And, sore dismayed, afflicted, tost, 

I mourn thy secret presence lost. 

Thou mark’st—thou “bow’st thy heav’ns 
most high,” 

And in “the darkness of the sky” 

Reveal'dst thy awful soothing veice, 

And bid’st my sinking heart rejoice. 

When deep affliction deals the blow, 

And dries each source of bliss below; 

No parent left, no offspring nigh, 

To cheer, or to partake the sigh: 

Not long I mourn—The Friznp above 

Soon shews a more than Parent’s love; 

Dispels the momentary night— 


When fever’d pain or anguish’d smart 
In vain explores each healing art; 
By night invokes the dawn, and then 
Still restless, woos the night again: 
Yet on that dark, that ling’ring hour, 
Oft beams the Star of saving pow’r; 
And soon, Thy deep intentions clear, 
Health, youth, and gladness, re-appear. 
But when that stroke is nearer felt, 
For man’s revolt by stent ee ll 
When, ng on the cheek, 
Giiitews face night of death bespeak:. 
Oh oo aie bidst to faith arise, 
gn in brighter skies; 

mortal from the tomb, 

» wakes in endless bloom. 












Cc. a, H. 
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THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY IN THE WESTERN COUNTRY. 


Review. 


———— 


YHEOLOGICAL SEMINARY IN THE 
WESTERN COUNTRY: 


Or, Review of Bishop Chase’s Letter to 
Bishop White. 


Among the subjects of conversa- 
tion, in the intercourse of those of 
the Episcopal church, who are In 
the way of hearing ecclesiastical 
news, the contemplated Seminary 1n 
the Diocess of Ohio, and the depar- 
ture of Bishop Chase to England, to 
solicit assistance for its establish- 
ment, are not the most unfrequently 
introduced. We have received two 
pamphlets in relation to these sub- 
jects ; the first entitled, “san address 
to the Episcopal Churches in the 
Atlantic States, on the subject of ex- 
tending the church into the new and 
rising States of the West, by the 
Rev. Amos Baldwin, late agent of 
the Domestic and Foreign Missiona- 
ry Society of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, established by the Gen- 
eral Convention.” The second is 
entitled “a Letter from Bp. Chase, 


on the subject of his going to Eng- | 
land, for the relief of the Protestant | 
Episcopal Church in the State of 
Ohio ; addressed to the Rt. Rev. Bp. | 
As these pamphlets are | 
so far upon the same subject, as that | 
the latter includes the substance of | 
the remarks of the former, we will | 


the pages of | 
>on one ea eR pas , and the extent of territory allotted 


White.” 


the Bishop. 
The letter of Bishop Chase, was 


occasioned by the disapprobation of | labours which he and all the rest 


| were obliged to undergo : 


some of his Brethren in the Episco- 
pal office, of his contemplated ap 

plication in England, for the assis- 
tance of the Church in his Diocess ; 
and its object is, as the spirit of the 
letter indicates, “to remove objec- 
tions, to promote unity of sentiment, 
and to strengthen the bonds of 
peace.” In developing his reasons 











\ 


for a voyage to England, he thought 
it necessary to enter upon a full ac- 
count of the deplorably destitute con- 
dition of those who tall themselves 
Episcopalians in his Diocess, as re- 
gards the privileges and blessings 
ofour Church. Beginning from the 
time when he relinquished his be- 
loved charge in Hartford, Connecti- 
cut; and under a powerful imprvs- 
sion of duty, resigned the comforts 
and friendships and refinements of 
his accustomed society, to seek a- 
midst the wilds of the West, the 
sphere in which his usefulness would 
extend the most widely; he has laid 
before his readers, an account of the 
extreme necessities of his infant Di- 
ocess, which no Christian can read 
without the liveliest interest, and be 
has presented in a modest, dignified 
aud engaging manner a picture of 
the hardships, labours and privations 
of his little band of clergy, and of 
himself, advanced as he is in age, 
which cannot but impress his read- 
ers with the most favourable opinion 
of their devotion and zeal; and cause 
an earnest prayer to God, that he 
would send forth more labourers in- 
to his harvest. 

The following paragraph, men- 
tioning the districts into which the 
Diocess was divided, soon after his 
consecration to the office of Bishop, 


to the charge of each of his handful 
of clergy ; will furnish some idea of 


“Mr. Searle took a section of country 
of about one hundred and fifty miles in 
circumference. Mr. Morse’s parishes 
were those of Steubenville and Zanes- 
ville, distant ninety miles, besides his oc- 
casionally visiting flocks nearly as far dis- 
tant, in diilerent directions. Mr. John- 
ston was principally confined te Cincin- 


~*~ 
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Christians are learning to love one 
another, for the love of Christ, their 
Master! Let the most prejudiced 
Episcopalian and the most bigoted 
Presbyterian, mect on the shores of 
Jordan; they would walk to the tomb 
of the Saviour in company, and re- 
member His birth and all the events 
of His life, without reference to mi- 
nor points of controversy. On that 
Sacred spot, they would, with the 
Apostles, become the simple follow- 
ers of the Saviour and be inclined to 
adopt the purity of His worship.— 
The illiberal effects of so many cen- 
turies of controversy would there, 
at once, disappear. Those who in 
America, were separated by moun- 
tains of insurmountable prejudice, 
in Palestine, would act as Christians 
and embrace as brethren! 

When we consider the glorious 
and permanent character of the 
blessings which flow from this event, 
the manner of its celebration is a 
most serious subject of considera- 
tion. Thanksgiving for mercies 
which were produced by such love 
and sufferings, should be distin- 
guished by feelings joyous but sober | 
lightness of manner or intemper- | 
ance of conduct should find no place 
in our joy. A liberal use of the 
blessings of life and a generous hos- 
pitality to all about us, are to be join- 
ed to a feeling of dependence on God 
for the gr@at temporal and spiritual | 
mercies which we have received, 
through the gift of His Son, whose 
birth we celebrate. 

. Hoping that our readers, in the 
midst of their festivities, will not for- 


get the precepts and example of 
whose birth they remember, 


we close, by wishing them all a 











es Christmas.” 
Corre of Vature.—* Sin, or cor- 
ruption in the | is like Lime, which } 


discovers not its fire by any smoke or 
heat, till you cast water, the enemy of 
fire, upon it; neither doth our natural cor- 
ruption rage so much as when we are us- 


LINES WRITTEN IN SICKNESS. 
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From the Christian Observer. 
LINES WRITTEN IN SICKNESS, 
ON PSALM Xxx. 4, 5. 


“ Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints of his; 
and give thanks at the remembrance of 
his holiness. For his anger endureth 
but a moment: in his favour is life.— 
Weeping may endure for a night, but 
joy cometh in the morning.” 


What thanks I owe thee, Heav’nly Lord, 
For all the wonders of thy word, 

| In ev’ry pang, in ev’ry fear, 

| 1 find the treasured comfort here. 

| Thy chast’ning anger soon is past; 

Thy healing mercies ever last, | 
And with reviving influence shed 
Eternal blessings on my head ! 





When penitence in trembling mood, 
Uplifts my streaming eyes to Gad; 
And sins of ev’ry name and age 

By turns my mournful thoughts engages 
Full soon awake, with cheering light, 
Thy pard’ning mercies on my sight; 
And the Rzpremer’s name bestows 
A “double” peace for all my woes. 


When mov’d by sin, or cold neglect, 

Thy stern rebukes my soul correct; 

And, sore dismayed, afflicted, tost, 

I mourn thy secret presence lost: 

Thou mark’st—thou “bow’st thy heav’ns 
most high,” 

And in “the darkness of the sky” 

Reveal’dst thy awful soothing veice, 

And bid’st my sinking heart rejoice. 

When deep affliction deals the blow, 

And dries each source of bliss below; 

No parent left, no offspring nigh, 

To cheer, or to partake the sigh: 

Not long I mourn—The Friznp above 

Soon shews a more than Parent’s love; 

Dispels the momentary night— 

He speaks the word, and ‘there is light.” 


When fever'd pain or anguish’d smart 
In vain explores each healing art; 

By night invokes the dawn, and then 
Still restless, woos the night again: 

Yet on that dark, that ling’ring hour, 
Oft beams the Star of saving pow’r; 
And soon, Thy deep intentions clear, 
Health, youth, and gladness, re-appear. 


But when that stroke is nearer felt, 
For man’s revolt by cing th Valo, 
When, hanging on the faded chee 
Chill dews the night of death bespeak 
OF pes Thou bidst to faith arise, 
er Su in brighter skies; 

‘ings immortal from the tomb, 
ning wakes in endless bloom. 
Cc. a, H. 
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YHEOLOGICAL SEMINARY IN THE 
WESTERN COUNTRY: 


Or, Review of Bishop Chase’s Letter to 
Bishop White. 


Among the subjects of conversa- 
tion, in the intercourse of those of 
the Episcopal church, who are in 
the way of hearing ecclesiastical 
news, the contemplated Seminary In 
the Diocess of Ohio, and the depar- 
ture of Bishop Chase to England, to 
solicit assistance for its establish- 
ment, are not the most unfrequently 
introduced. We have received two 
pamphlets in relation to these sub- 
jects ; the first entitled, “an address 
to the Episcopal Churches in the 
Atlantic States, on the subject of ex- 
tending the church into the new and 
rising States of the West, by the 
Rev. Amos Baldwin, late agent of 
the Domestic and Foreign Missiona- 
ry Society of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, established by the Gen- 
eral Convention.” The second is 
entitled “a Letter from Bp. Chase, 
on the subject of his going to Eng- 
land, for the relief of the Protestant 


Episcopal Church in the State of 
Ohio ; addressed to the Rt. Rev. Bp. | 
As these pamphlets are | 


so far upon the same subject, as that | 


ties banter includes the gubstance of | tioning the districts into which the 


1 | Diocess was divided, soon after his 
the remarks of the former, we will , ’ 


i the pages of | 
earnest pas , and the extent of territory allotted 


White.” 


the Bishop. 


The letter of Bishop Chase, was 


occasioned by the disapprobation of 


pal office, of his contemplated ap 

plication in England, for the assis- 
tance of the Church in his Diocess; 
and its object is, as the spirit of the 
letter indicates, “to remove objec- 
tions, to promote unity of sentiment, 
and to strengthen the bonds of 
peace.” In developing his reasons 








for a voyage to England, he thought 
it necessary to enter upon a full ac- 
count of the deplorably destitute con- 
dition of those who tall themselves 
Episcopalians in his Diocess, as re- 
gards the privileges and blessings 
ofour Church. Beginning from the 
time when he relinquished his be- 
loved charge in Hartford, Connecti- 
cut; and under a pewerful impres- 
sion of duty, resigned the comforts 
and friendships and refinements of 
his accustomed society, to seek a- 
midst the wilds of the West, the 
sphere in which his usefulness would 
extend the most widely; he has laid 
before his readers, an account of the 
extreme necessities of his infant Di- 
ocess, which no Christian can read 
without the liveliest interest, and be 
has presented in a modest, dignified 
and engaging manner a picture of 
the hardships, labours and privations 
of his little band of clergy, and of 
himself, advanced as he is in age, 
whick cannot but impress his read- 
ers with the most favourable opinion 


| of their devotion and zeal; and cause 


an earnest prayer to God, that he 
would send forth more labourers in- 
to his harvest. 

The following paragraph, men- 


consecration to the office of Bishop, 


to the charge of each of his handful 
of clergy ; will furnish some idea of 


some of his Brethren in the Episco- the labours which he and all the rest 


'| were obliged to undergo : 


“Mr. Searle took a section of country 
of about one hundred and fifty miles in 
circumference. Mr. Morse’s parishes 
were those of Steubenville and Zanes- 
ville, distant ninety miles, besides his oc- 
casionally visiting flocks nearly as far dis- 
tant, in dijierent directions. Mr. John- 
ston was principally confined te Cincin- 


~ 
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nati, though his services were frequent- 
ly extended through the Miami country 
generally ; and sometimes to the State of 
Indiana. My own parochial district was 
that of Delaware, Berkshire, Worthing- 
ton, and Columbus. These I was oblig- 
ed to leave destitute, when on my visita- 
tion through the diocess, and when 
seeking and administering to those, not 
embraced within the limits of others. 
Some of those were the parishes of Chil- 
Jicothe, Portsmouth, and all Monroe 
County.” 


At the close of the year 1821, ‘it 
was (to use the Bishop’s own words ) 
as | returned home, worn down with 
fatigue, by incessant speaking; my 
voice gone, so as to articulate scarce- 
ly above my breath, that the neces- 
sity of taking some steps to make 


our wants known to our Brethren in | 
the Atlantic States, more than had | 


been taken, was apparent.” A Di- 
ocesan Missionary Society was soon 
instituted, and an agent despatched 
with an address from the Bishop,* to 
solicit assistance for the Missionary 
purposes of the Diocess, from the 
Churches of the Atlantic States.— 
The success of this application, 
though far below the wants of Ohio, 
was considerable, and occasioned in 
the breasts of the Bishop and his 
Clergy sentiments of gratitude and 
praise. 

To give our readers some idea of 
the nature of the Episcopal office, 
in the Diocess of Ohio, and of the 
great labour to which the few minis- 
ters of our Church in that region are 
obliged to submit, in order to fur- 
nish their scattered flocks with even 
that scanty supply of spiritual in- 
struction, with which they are at 
present visited ; we quote the follow- 
Ing ‘interesting passages of the Bi- 
‘shop’s letter : 

“Soon after the Convention of 1822, i 
received notice of my appointment to 
the Presidency of Cincinnati College. 
The reasons which induced me to ac- 
cept it, arose from a continued reduction 
of my already scanty means of living.— 
My parochial suppert, given in the fruits 

* See our No. for April, 1822. 
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of the earth was very small, not enough 
being paid me in money, toamount to one 
half of my bills at the Post Office. And 
all the collections for the support of the 
Episcopate being insufficient to defray 
my travelling expences. To supply 
these deficiencies I had from the begin- 
ning, recourse to my little farm, which, 
with that view, | had purchased. But, 
though with great trath I could say with 
the Apostle, that for a considerable por- 
tion of the year, mine own hands minister- 
ed to my necessities ; yet all was found 
insufficient though with great economy, 
to maintain my family. Painful as it was, 
even to appear to forsake my extensive 
labours in feeding the lambs of Christ, 
to feed myself, | was compelled to the 
measure: and accepting the appointment, 
left mv dwelling in Worthington, and 
moved with my family to Cincinnati. 

To alleviate my mind from a lingering 
consciousness that I had, in some sort, 
deserted my beloved people, all oppor- 
tunities which my frequent ill health, 
and pressing duties in the College would 
permit, were improved in performing 
divine services, and preaching the word, 
both in the city and the neighbouring 
villages. The vacation in the fall was 
spent in visiting a considerable part of 
the Diocess; and lest anv parishes should 
pass the whole year without the minis- 
tration of the word and sacraments, the 
Rev. J. Morse, with the consent of his 
cure, with uncommon zeal and disinter- 
estedness, ‘charged nothing for his ser- 
vices) undertook the task, and spent 
three months in their visitation. This in 


_ some small degree for a time mitigated 





my anxiety.” 

We come now to the Convention 
in 1823, which, originated the mea- 
sure of establishing a Theological 
Seminary in @hio, and of sending 
Bishop Chase to England, in its be- 
half. It would be injustice to the 
Clergy of that Convention, to omit 
the insertion of the following very 
feeling exhibition of that state of 
their affairs whch dictated the 
scheme they have adopted : 

“All our clergy, (seven, besides the 


Bishop) residing in the state were pre- 


sent at this Convention. Though cheer- 
ed by God’s grace, and | hope support- 
ed by his Spirit, we had but a gloomy 
prospect before us. Too well was it 
known among us that some of our pa-. 
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rishes had, by reason of a want of any | 
thing like constant ministrations, be 
come discouraged and had ceased to be: 
others had complained that the promises 
of missionaries had not been fulfilled, 
that they had kept together under the 
benefits of lay-reading, but that unless 
some new hope could arise, they could | 
do so not much longer. Added to these | 
complaints of the destitute laity, we had | 
mutually to endure those of the clergy. 

By their reports made to the Bishop, and | 
read in the Convention and entered on 

the journals, may be perceived the na- | 
ture and extentof their labours These | 
they ‘lleged were more than the human | 
constitution could reasonably bear.— 

Their parishes and places of preaching 

were so distant, their travelling in most | 
seasons of the year su bad, and the press- 
ing importunit.es to officiate so frequent, 
that not only all opportunities of study 
and improvement were cut off, but their 
families were suffering for things need- 
ful and necessary When, said they, 
shall we have that assistance from our 
brethren in the east, which we have hop- 
ed for, and which our distressed condi- 
tion, and the very existence of the 
Church as a diocess, so imperiously de- 
mand? After so long a-period has elaps- 
ed, since the affectionate and suppliant 
appeal was made for missionary aid, and 
after so many have been ordained to the | 
ministry, is there net one found, who is 
willing to encounter, what we have en- | 
countered, for the glory of God, in the 
good ofthe Church? If we are to wait un- 
tilthe Atlantic states are all supplied with 
clergymen, does not the increasing state 
of the Church there, not only bedim, but 
forever extinguish the eve of hope here, 
that any will ever come from thence ?>— 
And this being the case, who will sup- 
ply our places when we are gone, to say 
nothing of the numerous parishes un-up- 
plied? So poor are we ; in such confin- 
ed and uncomfortable dwellings do the 
most of us reside ; so scanty are our libra- 
ries, and so incessantly engaged are we 
in parochial and missionary duties, that 
we can neither assist, nor direct, nor 
teach the young men who apply to us 
for orders, though there are not a few 
if the qualifications for the ministry are 
kept up to their present standard (and 
we pray that they may ever be so) by 
what except a miracle, can we be sup- 
plied with clergymen? The only an- 
swer to this question was given, ©: 
stating the imperious necessity of havi: 
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men for the ministry, among those who 
are to be benefited by their labours.” 


The expediency of a Western 
seminary, appeared to be strength- 
‘ned by the consideration of the 
zreat distance of all the Eastern in- 
stitutions ; the expenses attendant 
upon a student from Ohio, availing 
himself of their advantages: the 
temptations presented to him in 
these Eastern regions, to pitch his 
tents amidst the refinements and su- 
perior accommodations of their so- 
ciety, in preference to the toils, ex- 
posures, hardships, journeyings and 
unambitious munistrations of a wes- 
tern charge; the improbabilitv of 
his returning, and if he should re- 
turn, of his being suited, after tast- 
ing of the comparative luxuries of 
an easier condition, to the self-deny- 








an Institution for the education of young 





ing labours of his native country. In 
the language of Bishop Bowen to 
Bishop Chase, approving of his idea 
ofa Seminary ; the Clergy of Ohio 
** must be sons of the soil.” It must 
_be gratifying to the Clergy of Ohio, 
that one so capable of judging, is de- 
cidedly in favour of the establish- 
ment of their seminary. 1 am fully 
sensible,” says the letter of the Rt. 
Rev. Gentieman, “thatif you have 
an efficient ministry at all, it must 
be constituted by the education 
among yourselves, of men born and 
reared amony you.” There was 
no necessity on the part of Bp. Chase, 
of assuring his readers, that the pre- 
sent design of his convention, has no 
hostile bearing upon any of the in- 
stitutions of the Church, and espe- 
cially the seminary in the diocess of 
New York. Certainly it does not 
follow, because the establishments 
at present existing, are thought in- 
sufficient for the purposes of a dis- 
tant diocess ; because the clergy of 
that diocess engage in measures for 
the supply of the deficiency, which 
the authority of the Church has 
most evidently left to their disere- 
tion, that they .re enemies or oppo- 
| nents of existing institutions. As to 





176 


the legality of the proceedings in 
Ohio, no rational question can be 
raised: As to their expediency, some 
doubt may exist. The expediency 
of a Seminary there, for the educa- 
tion of candidates for orders, to us, 
seems evident; but we know that 
the question is dependent for its set- 
tlement upon certain statistics which 
men upon the ground, are best able 
to understand. To the clergy of 
Ohio, the question may safely be re- 
“ferred. They have determined it 
affirmatively, and we wish them all 
the success they need in the accom- 
plishment of the great purposes to 
which they have so nobly and zeal 
ously devoted their lives, with all 
they have and are. As friends to 
the establishment of diocesan insti- 
tutions, wherever they can be ade- 
quately supported, and circumstan- 
ces render them expedient, and es- 
pecially as having been numbered 
among those who were earnest in 
the cause of the Seminary attempt- 
ed to be established in the diocess 
of Maryland, it is pleasant to us to 
perceive the question of the con- 
stitutionality of diocesan institutions, 
though once so strenously denied in 
reference to our exertions, now be- 
lieved and acted upon by one more 
Bishop, and approved, in the letters 
ofthe Bishops of S. and N. Carolina 
and Connecticut, to Bishop Chase. 
We have no idea that the silence of 
one of the Bisheps in reference tu the 
subjects of the letter we are con- 
sidering, should be taken as intimat- 
ing the least disagreement, as to the 
legality or even the expediency of a 
seminary in Ohio. The voyage to 
England probably is the cause of the 
The plan which seems to have 
been concluded on as best suited to 
the means of Ohio, and which. the 


mpseie schection, = aa he Gaming 


extract will show : 
“A farm will be given us, already im- 


proved and supplied with pure water, 
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fuel, fruit, and some convenient build- 
ings. From this farm will be produced 
the principal support of the young men 
in their board and comforts. That this 
may be done with the least expense to 
them, they will covenant, as they enter 
the school, to attend to horticulture and 
to the ingathering of the harvest: this, 
however, never as an impediment to 
their studies, but to supply the place of 
that exercise necessary for their health, 
In the spring and fall of the year, the ac- 
counts of the establishment will be set- 
tled, and the average expense assessed 
on each individual; this, it is evident, 
can be but small.” 


For the purpose of assisting in sup- 
port of the institution, and in the dis- 
semination of religious knowledge, it 
is contemplated to obtain a printing 
press, at which the students will dur- 
ing certain intervals be employed, in 
publishing a periodical work, ofa re- 
ligious character, and issuing tracts 
of the same description. ‘These 
(says the Bishop) are the outlines of 
our plan to which, if God give us 
the means, we intend to adhere.’’ 

The same Convention which re- 
solved upon the establishment of a 
Seminary, appointed Bishop Chase 
to undertake the voyage, for the 
purpose of seeking assistance from 
Episcopalians in England, on which 
he has already sailed. Before his 
final arrangements, he addressed a 
letter to the several Bishops, re- 
questing their views of his project 
and a letter approbatory from each, 
should they concur in its propriety. 
It seems that he received answers 
from all of these gentlemen, but one. 
Of the nature of four of them we have 
no particular account. Of those ex- 
hibited in the Ohio pamphlet, two 
wish him all the success he desires, 
another approves of the seminary, 
but expresses no opinion relative to 
his voyage, and a fourth, viz: from 
Bishop Hobart, condemns the whole 
business from beginning to end, in 


Janguage which seems as well it 
‘might, to have greatly surprised and 


grieved the venerable Bp. of Ohio, 
and cannot but be deeply regreted 
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by al! who desire to see our Prelates 
dignified, respectful, and affection. 
ate in their conduct towards each 
other. We heartily sympathize in 
the astonishment of Bp. Chase, at 
the reception his undertaking met 
with, from the Bp. of New York ; 
as expressed in the following sen- 
tences: 


“Could I conjecture that it was wrong 
for me to solicit donations from the affiu- 
ent in one part of Christ’s universal 
Church, to supply the pressing wants of 
another—when those wants involved 
her very existence’ Was my character 
as a Bishop in these modern days to be 
considered so far different from that of 
others in former times, even that of the 
Holy Apostle St. Paul, as to render col- 
lections for the poor criminal in me, 
which were commendable in them? 
Could [ dream that the terms begging 
and beggar, in their reproachful sense, 
would be applied to one who should ask 
in the name of Him who was born in a 
stable, for means to provide the bread of 
life, and save the souls of those for 
whom he died? No, dear sir, these 
things were not within reach of my con- 
jecture when I formed the resolution to 
proceed on my present errand. My 
fears were of quite a different and op- 
posite cast. When the good God, as I 
thought, had given me grace to pledge 
my little all of worldly possessions to ob- 


nothing of the Missionary fund, I assure 
you, is hazarded, asin my son’s going to 
England would have been the case,) my 
fears were, lest the apostolic complexion 
of the measure might, by the great enemy 
of souls, be made the occasion of pride 
and vanity. But it appears that my tri- 
als are of another sort.” 


We will conclude this paper with 
a brief notice of some of the para- 
graphs of Bishop Hobart’s letter ; a 
production which seems to be gen- 
erally considered by friends and foes 
as one deeply to be lamented by the 
friends of religion, in our Church ; 
not only on account of the dispute it- 
self, and the unpleasant circumstan- 
ces in which it may place the gen- 
tlemen concerned, should they meet 
in England, but because of the style 
and countenance of the letter: too 
VoL. 5....No. 5.—X 
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lofty and lordly for American Epis- 
copacy to countenance ; too assum- 
ing and dictatorial for American 
Episcopalians to bear; too hard, one 
would suppose, upon the feelings of 
an ayed and devoted Overseer in the 
ministry of Christ, for an American 
Bishop to be willing to assume.— 
There is a strange passage in it, re- 
lative to the object of the voyage to 


' England in the following words :—- 
| The inquiry naturally occurs, what 


“evidence there is of any interest 
“which Episcopalians of the states, 
‘other than that of Ohio, can have in 
‘a design which originated in that 
“diocess ; which is sanctioned by no 
“other, and which contemplates a 
‘provision for that diocess only, con- 
“fined as your episcopal jurisdiction 
“is to that state.”” Unaccountable 
language indeed! As if the bound- 


aries of states, were the limits of the 


interest of Episcopalians in the cause 
of Christ. and the salvation of souls ! 
As if, because a scheme of benevo- 
lence originated in Ohio, and only 
contemplates the vast regions of 
spiritual waste which that diocess 
includes, large enough for all the 


| forces, which the benevolence of the 


whole Church can pour upon their 
tain means to accomplish my design, (for |! 


desolations; it can find no interest 
and affection in the hearts of Epis- 
copalians! Are we indeed so self- 
ish, as this would represent us! Is 


there in our Church, so little of the 


spirit of Him who died for all and 
of those who were sent to preach 
the eve: to every creature, that 
we can feel no zeal in extending the 
cup of blessing, to the souls of our 
Western brethren, unless we think 
they will share its refreshment with 
ourselves ? Have we no love for the 
people of the West? Have we no 
zeal that the will of God may be done 
in Ohio, as it is done in heaven? 
Can we not rejoice in beholding the 
people of the diocess of Bp. Chase, 
receiving the Gospel and flourish- 
ing amidst the means of grace, in- 
dependently of any connexion which 
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their blessings may or may not have 
with the diocess of New York, or |: 
any other state? We trust our cha- 
rity is not quite so dependent on ge- 
ography as the passage alluded to, 
would insinuate. Whatever may be 
the case with the writer of the letter 
before us, for ourselves and Episco- 
palians generally, we do believe tiat 
an interest, and a deep interest, 1s 
widely felt in any scheme not incon- 
sistent with the canons of the 
Church, to extend the kingdom of 
God among the people of Ohio, 
whether it originate there and con- 
template any other Diocess or not. 

We cannot suffer this letter of the 
Bishop of New York, to be laid by, 
to take its place among our heaped- 
up pamphlets, without noticing the 
erroneous statement of one of its 
sentences. Remarking upon the 
projectof a Theological Seminary 
in Ohio, as in the view of the writer, 
an unhappy and improper departure 
from tnat harmony of sentiment and 
of effort, which some believe the in- 
stitution in New York enjoys, he 
mentions the decision of the last 
Convention in Maryland, upon the 
subject of a diocesan Seminary, in 
the following lines: “A diocesan 
School in Maryland, commenced in 
Opposition to the wishes of the Bish- 
op of that diocess, has on the prin- 
ciple of supporting the general in- 
stitution alone, been put down with 
great unanimity by the last Conven- 
tion.” We maintain that the prin- 
ciple here asserted, was not even 
mentioned, either in the resolution to 
which the Convention agreed, or in 
any of tne debates that led to that 
resolution. There was neither de- 
cision, nor argument, upon the sub- 

t of the claims of the institution 

New York. This subject had 
nothing to do with the resolution of 
the Convention, the principle of 
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of union among the Churches of the 
diocess; and the whole scope of , 
which, went no further than to ar- | 
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rest the proceedings of the Trus- 
tees of the Maryland Seminary, 
vhere they then were, and to pro- 
vide that no steps should be taken 
in reference to any diocesan Semi- 
aary, until certain specified notice 
iad been given to the diocess.— 
There is no reason to betieve that 
an agent from New York, would 
meet with any better success at pres- 
ent in procuring contributions in Ma- 
ryland, than was attained betore the 
Convention met. On the contrary, 
there is reason to believe, that where 
at one time he would at least, have 
met expressions of hearty interest 
for the success of his work, he 
would now frequently be referred 
to a certain controversy, relative to 
Bible Societies, which plain Epis- 
copalians in this quarter are asham- 
ed to have perused by other denom- 
inations, and seriously asked if he 
supposes that conscientious advo- 
cates of the Bible and our Church, 
can risk the minds and the future 
usefulness of candidates for orders, 
by contributing to the assistance of 
an institution, over which, besides 
his great personal influence, the au- 
thority of the Professor of pastoral 
Theology, is exercised by an oppo- 
nent of societies, so dear to their 
hearts and so warmly patronized by 
their highest examples ; by one, who 
not only publishes sentiments so in- 
consistent with what they have been 
accustomed to believe, but actually 
becomes the champion of Norris, 
that scurrilous defamer of them- 
selves, their daughters, their Pas- 
tors and their Bishops. 

In perusing the letter of Bishop 
Hobart, we scored a number of pas- 
sages for particular remarks; but 
what we intended to say of them, 
must be so obvious to every reader, 
that our anticipated labour seems un- 
necessary. We admire the pru- 
dence of Bp. Chase, in publishing 
this letter in connection with his own, 
without a single comment; the con- 
trast between the spirit of the two, 


‘ 
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must operate universally in his fa- 
vour. He has relinquished his 
family, home and friends, and in 
circumstances of peculiar trial, has 
gone at an advanced age, and under 
the influence of motives the most 
christian, to seek in a strange but 
truly benevolent land, the means to 
furnish to a needy and perishing peo- 
ple, the bread of eternal life. The 
opposition of the Bishop, who has 
sailed for the same country, gratuit- 
ous, and strange as it is, will doubt- 
less prevent his success among ma- 
ny of those in the English Church, 
who are able to contribute largely to 
his purposes. 
he need not apprehend, as much as 
by many is supposed. We fear that 
the presence of no two American Bi- 
shops, however deserving, would ex- 
cite as much attention, or be capa- 
ble of as great an influence, as the 
letter of his opponent would lead us 
to expect. There is a large, and 


highly respectable class of the Eng- | 


lish clergy, among whom the dispo- 
sable funds for religious benefac- 
tions, are principally found, who will 
listen to others, as well as to the Bp. 
of New York; who are prepared to 
esumate correctly the character and 
the objects of the Bp. of Ohio, and 


But this opposition | 
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among whom the name of the for- 
mer gentleman, on account of its 
many associations in their minds, and 
especially in consequence of his late 
controversy, in relation to Bible So- 
cietics, which has preceded him, 
will have a tendency rather to exert 
an influence in favour of the appli- 
cation from Ohio, than against 1t.— 
At any rate, we are persuaded that 
if the members ef the English 
Church, to whom we now allude, 
should be applied to; a failure on 
the part of Bp. Chase, will be owing 
to something else, than the promis- 
ed opposition. 

In making the above observations, 
we do not consider ourselves as exe 
pressing any Opinion as to the expe- 
diency of the voyage-of Bp. Chase. 
There are certainly two sides to this 
question, but in as much as our in- 
dustrious Prelate has now sailed, 
whether his enterprize be expedi- 
ent or not, we heartily wish him 
the most welcome reception, and 
the greatest success; praying God 
who rules the raging of the sea, to 
keep in safety and to return in health 
and peace, not only him, but his bro- 
ther also, who like him has launched 
upon the bosom of the great deep. 
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The Copts of Rosetta are in pos- 
session of a picture of the Archan- 
gel Michael, which was excavated 


at Alexandria 1500 years ago. I 


observed that almost all the Coptic 
men read the Coptic languaye.— 
They do not kneel down when they 
are praying, nor do the Greeks or 








Jews. After the prayer is over they 
kiss the priest’s hands. The Cepts 
and other native Christians in the 
East, desire very much that all 
Christians should be united : but this 
desire does not proceed from evan- 
gelical principles, but on account of 
their being oppressed by the Turks; 
for if they all were united, they might 
become formidable to the Turks, and 
even break their yoke. The Jews of 
Rosetta are in general in a gross state 
of ignorance, sa that I was even 
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obliged to refuse the Hebrew New 
Testament to some who desired it, 
for they were not able to read it. I 
showed to-day to the Mullah, who 
called on me, the expression in Gen. 
i. 3, and I observed that there was 
to be found a similar expression in 
the Koran, “ Let it be, and it was.” 
The same Mullah told me that he 
was in the possession of an Ara- 
bic Bible and Testament, which ‘he 
bought from a traveller several years 
ago. That traveller was most pro- 
bably Mr. Burkhardt. Mons. Bel- 
zoni, when at Rosetta, sold several! 
Arabic Bibles. We saw one copy 
of it in the house of a Copt. We 
sold altogether at Rosetta, thirty co- 
pies of Scriptures for ninety-one pi- 
astres and a half, and distributed one 
hundred Tracts during our stay at 
Rosetta. We left Rosetta at nine 
o’clock in the morning. The Copt 


priest and other Copts accompanied 


us to our boat on the Nile. 

Jan. 26, 1823. On the Nile.— 
We observed the moon entering into 
an eclipse. ‘The Arabs in our boat 
began to be alarmed exceedingly. 
We asked them what they thought 
that this eclipse signified? They 
replied, that it indicates a revolution 


against the Pacha; for he presses too |. 


much money from the people. We 
heard the voices of the Arabs in the 
neighbouring villages, loud lament- 
ing and exclaiming, “O Lord, most 
merciful! have mercy upon us! O 
Mohammed, O Prophet!” The A- 
rabs in our boat, asked us finally, 
what we thought that the cause might 
be? We tried to make them under- 
stand the cause of it, but we did not 
succeed. We told them, that we 
Christians, who believe that there is 
God, and nothing but God, and Je- 
sus the Son of God, fear nothing.— 
They ourCreed. 

Messrs. Fisk and King, and my- 
self, called on the Rabbi of the Ca- 
raites, who was just gone to the hath, 
according to the, custom of the Ca- 
raites, who go bathing every Friday 
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before the Sabbath begins. It is ve- 
ry striking that all the Caraites have 
very long noses, and have a very 
different physiognomy from the Tal- 
mudist Jews. 

We called on Rabbi Mercado, 
the High-priest of the Talmudist 
Jews, who called on me with his 
Vice-Rabbies the last year. He re- 
ceived us very kindly. We did not 
enter with him into a discussion, but 
asked him and his son the following 
questions: We desired first to see 
the sixth chapter of Deut. written 
on parchment, which they have fixed 
on their door-posts, “ Hear, Israel, 
the Lord our God is one Lord.”— 
We asked him his opinion, why the 
expression, * our God”, was in the 
stural number? 

Rabbi Mercado. When Jacob, 
whose name was Irael, called toge- 
ther his sons, and said * Gather 
yourselves together, and hear, ye 
sons of Jaceb, and hearken unto Is- 
rael your father,” his sons, when 
gathered together, said, “ Hear, Is- 
rael (Jacob, our father), Jehovah is 
our God;” namely, the God of eve- 
ry one of us; and it is the plural, to 
indicate that he was the God of all 
the tribes together; and to prevent 
all mistake, Jacob replied, “ The 
Lord (Jehovah) is one.” 

We. Why is the plural in Gene- 
sis i. 1, “In the beginning Gods 
(Elohim) created heaven and earth?” 

Rabbi Mercado. I will ask you 
a question, and then I will answer 
your question. “How many names 
has God?”’ 

We. Jehovah, Elohim, Shaddai, 
Ww OMSK ANN. 

Rabbi Mercado. 
called Shaddai ? 

We. To indicate his power. 

Rabbi Mercado. No; but God 
was rather called Shaddai (rw) on 
the following account: God created 


Why is God 


‘the world in six days, and then he 


said, “It is enough,” for Shuddai 
‘‘w) is an abbreviation of 5 spxv, 
“ He whosaid, Itisenough.” And 
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the Lord will say again, “ It is e- 
nough;” he will be again Shadda), 
when the world shall have stood 
6000 years, then the seventh thou- 
sand years shall be the great Sab- 
bath! The Lord is called pym to 
indicate his mercy, and the Lord is 
called grade. which is in the plural, 
tc indicate that he is judge of the 
whole earth, both of the Jews and 
of the Gentiles. 

We. Who was the Prophet like 
unto Moses? 

Rabbi Mercado, As it was said 
of Moses, *“* There was no prophet 
like unto Moses,” the Jews might 
have thought that the Jews are not 
obliged to obey any other prophet 
who might come after Moses. To 
prevent such a misrepresentation, 
the Lord revealed to them that there 
shall be prophets like unto Moses, 
whom they must hear; and one a- 
mong those prophets like unto Mo- 
ses, was Joshua. 

Mr. Beltramini, formerly the Aus- 
trian Consul’s Secretary at Alexan- 
dria, called on me and said, * 1 am 
a Catholic; but if you prove to me 
that the Lutheran religion is better, 
I will renounce the Catholic reli- 
gion. 

I. “I came neither to prove that 
the Catholic nor the Protestant reli- 
gion is the best, but that Jesus Christ 
is the Saviour of the world, and that 
he died for our sins, and that there 
is only one name given under hea- 
ven, by which we can be saved, and 
that is the name of Christ Jesus, 
blessed for ever!’? He bought, af- 
ter this conversation, a French Bible 
of us, and promised to call again. 

Feb. 1, 1823. Brothers King, 
Fisk, and myself, went this morning 
to the Synagogue of the Talmudist 
Jews. The hopeful youth, Raphael 
Janua, a Jew, who remained with 
me last year whole days, and read 
with me in the Scripture and the 
New Testament, was in the Syna- 
gogue. He expressed his joy to 


see me again, and complained to me 


EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR. WOLFF. 








181 


that Rabbi Mercado has collected 
by force all the New Testaments 
which I had distributed; some few 
of the Jews only, were firm enough 
not to give him the books, and 
Janua’s own copy was taken from 
him (as he told me) when he was 
not at home. He said, “I am obli- 
ged to make use of the copy of the 
New Testament of which Eliah 
Haja is still in possession.” Ra- 
phael Janua did then promise to call 
on me; and I heard that there were 
three Jews in our lodgings, to speak 
with me, but I was not at home. 

We went, after this, to the Syna- 
gogue, called Turkia, for a lady 
called Turkia, did build that Syna- 
gogue. They were just chanting, 
“The Lord is my strength and song, 
he is become my salvation.” (lxod, 
xv. 2.) O Lord Jesus, that thou 
mayest bow the heaven and become 
my people’s strength and song, that 
they may acknowledge that Thou 
art their salvation! 

‘Two of the tribe of Levi, called 
Cohanim, mounted the stairs of the 
sanctuary, covered their faces with 
a veil, and lifted up their hands, and 
blessed the people in a melodious 
voice. 

They took then out of the sanctu- 
ary the law of Moses, and seven 
persons were called to read a por- 
tion of it. Assoon as one had done 
with his lesson, the whole assembly 
exclaimed, “Oh that it may afford 
strength unto you!”’ and he (the rea- 
der) replied, “Oh that it may afford 
strength unto you !” 

We called then on the Caraites, 
who were just going out of the Syna- 
gogue. It pleased God to disap- 
point us in a degree, by sending a 
Talmudist Jew in our way, who ac- 
companied us to the Caraites, which 
circumstance prevented us from 


having a full conversation with the 


Caraites. We went, however, with 
them to their Synagogue. 

Every one who enters the Syna- 
gogue of the Caraites is obliged to 
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leave at the gate his boots. We 
conformed to this custom. 

They showed to us a manuscript 
of the Law of Moses, and a couple 
of manuscripts of the whole of the 
Olu Testament, written in the Kri- 
mea 140 years ago. As it isa cus- 
tom that every visitor of the Caraite 
Synagogue leaves an alms, we pro- 
mised to send the next day five pias- 
tres. They immediately lifted up 
their voice and said, **O Lord, that 
Thou mayest bless with a blessing 
Joseph Wolff, the son of David, 
and mayest thou give him from the 
dew of heaven above, and from the 
fatness of the earth; and mayest 
thou permit him to enter Jerusa- 
lem.” They prayed in the same 
manner for Messrs. Fisk and King. 
I prayed then for them to Jesus 
Chrisi, with a loud voice. The Tal- 
mudist Jew spake then with them 
in an angry manner. We called 
then on the Caraite Rabbi, but we 
were not able to enter with him into 
any conversation, on account of the 
Talmudis: Jew. That very Tal- 
mudist Jew did go with us to our 
lodging. The Lord enabled me to 
preach to him the truth. I went 
then to Eliah Haja, where I met a 
company of Jews, with whom | 
spake again about Christ. 

feb. 4, 1823. 1 sold Bibles for 
thirty-eight piastres. 

As my brethren Messrs. Fisk anc 
King, went to-day to the pyramids, 
which I saw in the year 1821, John 
Warton, Esq. introduced me to Is- 
mael Gibraltar, the Admiral of the 
Turkish Fleet, a Mohammedan by 
birth, He was in Europe, and 
speaks the Italian, English, and 
French pig Sr He knows Mez- 
zofanti in and Sylvestre 
de Sacy in Paris. Osmon Nurred- 
din Effendi, a Turkish General, 


Monsier Marengo, and John War- 
ton, Esq. were present. He desir- 


ed me to sit down near him, and af- 
ter my having spoken with him a 
bout Professor Lee, in Cambridge, 





EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR. WOLFF. 








DEC. 


ismael Gibraitar began to ask me, 
after that I had told him that I was 
a preacher of the Gospel. 

Gibraltar. 1 would wish to know 
the object of the Bible Society, and 
the use of translating the Bibie into 
all the languages? 

I. Nobody will ever deny the 
use of an ancient historical book in 
all the languages, and men have 
therefore translated the writings of 
tne ancient Greeks and Romans.— 
Much more is it important to trans- 
late into ail languages, the most an- 
cient o all the books, which not only 
contains the most ancient history, 
but the must sublime morals, and 
the remedy against the deep cor- 
ruption of our hearts, which is the 
word of God—the holy Bible. It 
is the intention of the Bible Society, 
to give that word of God to all the 
Christians upon earth! Christians 
hitherto have been involved, alas ! 
in a continual controversy among 
themselves; but since the Bible So- 
ciety is furnishing all the Christians 
with the word of God, many Catho- 
lics have perceived that the idola- 
trous worship of images, is anti- 
scrintural, and bave renounced that 
worship, and abhor it; and mutual 
love, peace, and harmony, were pro- 
duced among Christians of several 
denominations. 


Ismael Gibraltar. I see so ma- 


_ ny sects among Christians, and one 





party hates the other. 

I. We perceive by this, nothing 
else but the corruption of our heart— 
of our nature; that our nature cannot 
comprehend such things, which are 
divine. Christ Jesus does com- 
mand feace—his words have been, 
“My peace I give unto you;’’ but 
men quarrel and love strife. We 
have, however, seen the fruits of the 
Bibie Society: the sects in England, 
eonsider each other, since the esta- 


‘blishment of the Bible Society, more 


‘han ever, as brethren; and even the 
iifference between Catholics and 
Protestants, ceascs now, from day 
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to day, more and more. And by 
reading that book, Christians have 
learned to love Mohammedans, who 
are of a different religion. For we 
perceive by reading that book, that 
Christ made no distinction between 
Samaritan and Jew 

Osman Effendi Nurreddin. You 
will permit me, Mr. Wolff, to ask 
you, whether you think that those 
who established the Bible Society, 
were good Christians? 

I. I hope that those who estab- 
lished that Society, and the zealous 
promo’ers of that Society, are good 
Christians. 

Osman Effendi. All that men 
may desire, is rest and freace o. 
mind; he who disturbs that rest anc’ 
fheace of mind, is an enemy to man- 
kind. The Bible Society, by trying 
to convert people to tne faith of the 
Bible, disturbs the rest and feace oi 
mind of many; whilst they convert 
one, the rest and feace of whole fa- 
milies may be disturbed: and even 
the rest of the convert; for he will 
be persecuted by his relations. 

I. In the operations of any per- 
son, we must consider the object he 
aims at. and the means by which he 
endeavours to obtain it; if both are 
good, the /abours and designs ot 
such a person must be approved. 
The object of the Bible Society is 
to promote rest, and freace, and joy, 
and unity, and harmony among 
men; and to show men the road to 
everlasting life. The means they 
apply is the word of God, which 
contains feace, for the first words 
Jesus Christ our Lord said, were 
“ Peace !’? You say that the Bible 
Society disturbs the feace and rest 
of men. There are two kinds of 
freace, tranquility and rest. The 
beast, the ox, enjoys, likewise, a cer- 
tain kind of freace and rest But 
man must seek freace and rest in a 
higher object—he wust seek both 
in God. The Bible Society, by giv- 
ing tv men the word of Ged, has 
produced that feace, and joy, and 
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rest, which is in God; not only in 
families, but in whole countries.— 
The inhabitants of Otabeite, by hav- 
ing accepted the word of God, do 
no longer devour their enemies ; 
they became civilized, and found rest 
and peace in the book of God. And 
the man who becomes convinced of 
the truth of that book, has feace 
and rest in the midst of persecution! 

Ismael Gibraltar. 1 can assure 
you that thefe are, however, many 
mistakes in the Turkish and Arabic 
translations of the Bible. 

I. The members of the Bible 
Society will be most thankful to you 
for any observation of that kind; for 
men are not infallible, and itis there- 
fore probable there may be some 
grammatical faults in the translations. 

Ismael Gibraltar. 1 wish to be 
in England; | would then mount the 
pulpit, and preach on this subject. 

I. It would be highly interesting 
to bear your Excellency preach. 

The conversation ended after two 
hours; he told me that I should call 
on him every day, and as he desired 
fromm me an Italian and Turkish Bi- 
ble and Testament, I gave it te him. 
He told me that members of the 
Bible Society gave him often a quan- 
tity of Bibles, which he distributed 
among his friends. 

I called on the Coptic Patriarch 
to get from him letters of introduc- 
tion for Messrs. Fisk, King, and my- 
self to the Coptic Convents in Up- 
per Egypt. He wrote immediately 
the letter for all the Bishops and 
Superiors, and calls us his children 
in the letters. I gave to him two 
copies of Arabic Genesis, one Ara- 
bic Psalter, and one Arabic New 
Testament. 

I asked him whether. the Copts 
circumeise their children. He re- 
plied, that those Copts who live in 
villages conform to the custom of 
the Mussulmen. Captain Caviglia, 


who is digging through the darkest 
parts of the pyramids to find light, 
called on us with several other gen- 
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tlemen. He told us that there are 
still magicians in Egypt, who tell 
wonderful things, and cure persons 
by the art of the devil. Mr. King 
observed that he did not believe that 
the devil was a good physician, but 
rather a quack. We have, how- 
ever, heard from other creditable 
persons, striking stories about those 
magicians, but I will keep back my 
judgment about them, till we come 
back from Upper Egypt to set out 
for Jerusalem, when we shall have 
an opportunity of seeing some ma- 
gicians. 

I received your letter of Novem- 
ber, and hope to be able, by the 
grace of God, to conform myself 
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exactly to your wish. The Lord 
has now given me two very wise, 
discreet, and fjous brethren, with 
whom I am abYe to consult—and 
thus, O Lord, Jesus, I hope that 
thou wilt remain with me in me, and 
I in Thee! 

After our return from Upper 
Egypt, to which spot we set out to- 
day (Febuary 6th,) with Bibles, we 
hope to reach soun the daughter of 
Zion, and to bring thence glad tid- 
ings, and to say, Behold your King 
cometh! he shall come, he will 
come, and he will not tarry! Amen. 

Iam, Dear Patron in Christ, 
Your thankful 
JoserH Wotrr, 


Domestic Intelligence. 


eB 


Proceedings of the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
in the United States. 


[Contrxvep From pace 142.] 
(CIRCULAR.) 


The Executive Committee of the 
Board of Trustees of the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society, of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America; anxi- 
ous to fulfil the high trust committ- 
ed to them, solicit with the utmost 
earnestness such information as any 
members of our communion may 
possess, relative to the successful 
establishment of Domestic or For- 
yi t the wish of the 
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our country, in which the Church 


has not yet been organized, and 
where they have every reason to be- 
lieve there are many Episcopalians 
to be found. Wherever there is a 








prospect of establishing a congrega- 
tion, they promise, upon information 
being sent, their utmost strenuous 
exertions to obtain a clergyman. 

Communications upon the sub- 
ject of Foreign Missions, will like- 
wise meet with the earliest attention 
and be most gratefully received. 
The committee have power to estab- 
lish them; and they believe that ju- 
dicious and decisive measures would 
be hailed with exultation by many 
friends ofthe Church. The irresist- 
able arguments of Scripture upon 
this subject must be well known to 
those who are now addressed. In 
compliance with its sacred injunc- 
tions, the committee after due delib- 
eration will be happy to commence 
a mission either on the coast of A fri- 
ca, or more especially among the 
aborigines of our own country. 

The harvest truly is great, but the 
labourers are few. Are there not 
some among those who are prepar- 
ing for the ministry of the Gospel 
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ready to devote themselves, unde: 
the direction of the Society, to for 
eign or domestic missions? The 
committee solicit a correspondence 
with all those, whether candidates or 
clergymen, whose attention has 
been directed to these important 
subjects, and beg leave to assure 
them that every information relative 
to the views of the Society—the na- 
ture of its contemplated Missions 
will be most cheerfully imparted. 

The Committee can ot pass by 
this opportunity without soliciting 
the friends of the church, to renew 
their exertions, in behalf of an insti- 
tution which promises, if ably sup- 
ported by the contributions and 
prayers of the pious, to be a powertul 
instrument in spreading to a great 
extent the glad uding's of salvation. 

By orde , 
GEORGE BOYD, 





Cor. Secretary. |) wick, - . . 


At a meeting of the Board of Di 
rectors of the “‘Domestic and For- 
eign Missionary Society of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Chureh in the 
United States,” held on the first o! 
Oc ober, 1823. it was 

Resolved, That this Board will not 
hereafter appoint as a missionary, any 
Clergyman who is not recommended as 
a clergyman of respectable standing in 
this church, and possessing such qualifi- 
cations as may render him apt and meet, | 
for the duties of a missionary, by the 
Bishop, with the advice and consent of 
the standing committee of the diocess 
to which he belongs, or the standing 
committee, if there be no Bishop, or if 
the clergyman belongs to any state or 
territory in which the church is not yet 
organized, by at least three respectable 
members of this church; at least one of 
whom shall be a clergyman of respecta- 
ble standing, certifying from personal 
knowledge, of the proposed mission- 
ary.” 

Attest, 








JOHN C. PECHIN, 
Rec. Secretary. 


The Treasurer of the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society of the Pro- | 
testant Episcopal Church in the United | 


States of America, acknowledges the | 


Von. V....No. 5.<<¥ 
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receipt of the following sums, since the 


. last statement, viz : 


From the Rev, James Montgom- 
ery, being the nett amount collect- 
ed in New York, by A. G, Ellis, for 
the benefit of the Indians in the 
neighbourhood of Green Bay, Mi- 
chigan Territory, -— - $43 00 
From the Rev. Nath’l. S. Whea- 
ton of Hartford, Connecticut: 
Col. at Bridgport, April 20, 20 00 








— at Stratford, - - 11 82 
— at Providence, Rhode I[s- 
land, July 13th, - 18 20 
— at Bristol, - . 36 34 
— at Newport, - - 56% 
142 40 
Deduct expenses of collec- 
tion, - - - 32 40 
110 00 
From Dr. ——, a donation from 


the Ladies’ Sunday School Soci- 
ety of Hartford, Connecticut, 
From the Right Rev Bishop 
Croes, contribution from the La- 
dies of Christ Church, N. Bruns- 
$56 00 


10 00 


From the Ladies of St. 
John’s Church, Salem, 18 00 


74 00 





Philadelphia, Sept. 11, 1823. 
—_ 


THE EDUCATION SOCIETY. 

In the Report of the Board of 
Managers, published in our last 
number, an “address” formerly sent 
out, was there referred to in p. 143. 
‘Jur readers may find it in our No. 
for August.* 

The Treasurer’s report, as refer- 
red to in the report of the Board of 
Managers, exhibits a balance in the 
Treasury, in favour of the Society, 
on the day of meeting, amounting 
to $137. They have in funds, a- 
bout $700. Donations and subscrip- 


* Inthe address, the Society is there 
two or three Bon ses. The Educa- 
tion Society Maryland and Virginia; 
this was done t liirertance.— 
The name of the Society may be seen, 
by reference to the first article of the 
Constitution, to be, “ he Society for 
the Education of Pious Young Men for 


the Mini of the Protestant B iseopal 
Chane? 
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tions were received on the day of 
meeting, amounting to $957. 
Annual Subscriptions.— With re- 
gard to this class of subscribers to 
the Society, our readers are inform 
ed, that the list published in our last 
No, contains all the names which 
we have now the means of obtain- 
ing. The original list has been mis- 
laid; and we could therefore, only 
mention, such as happened to have 
been published in former voluines 
ofthe Repertory, and those subscrib- 
ed at the last meeting of the Society. 
Auxiliary Societies. —The differ- 
ent Auxiliary Societies, will confer 
a favour on the parent Society, by 
furnishing the Secretary, by the first 
favourable opportunity, with the fol- 
lowing items of information :—The 


name of the Auxiliary Society; the | 


time when formed; the amount of 
moneys already remitted, and the 
names of the President and Secre- 
tary. 

Donations.—We had intended to 
have presented our readers witha 
list of this class of contributions: but 
on examination, we find them so nu- 


merous, that we have not room to | 


notice them all—and besides, many 
have been already noticed in our 
former No’s. We can say withtruth, 
that they have been truly liberal. 
The following Subscriptions have 
within two months been received, 
payable in three equal annual in- 
stalments.—The first has, in many 
instances, been already » id 
BALTIMORE 


J. Clark, - : 
Wm. Jesup, - 
D. F. Magruder, 
Thos. Barber, - 
Dennis Boyd, - 
Geo. Warner, . - 
Michael 
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GEORGETOWN. 
Jeremiah Williams, 
Thomas Henderson, 
Charles A Burnett, 
Darius Clagett, - 
William Hayman, 
John Marbury, s 
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Donation. 
Mrs. Lingan, - - 25 00 
To the list »' Patrons is added, 
James S. Morsell, $100 00 
To the list of Life Members, is 
added, 
Rev. Charles P. McIlvaine, $50 00 


The School of the Society, has 
commenced in Alexandria, under 
very encouraging circumstances. It 
already numbers nine Theological 
Students. 

It should be recollected by our 
readers, that this Society was form- 
ed so long ago as June, 1818.— 
Since which time, the Managers 
have frequently published accounts 
of their proceedings, and addresses 
explanatory of their views and de- 
signs. To these, we refer those who 
are desirous of obtaining correct in- 
formation about the affairs of the 
Society. The Society has done no- 
thing in secret. It is not doubted, 


‘indeed, but that many are ignorant 


of what has been done.—But for 
this, the Managers do not hold them- 
selves responsible —They cannot do 
any thing further, than publish the 
proceedings and views of the Socie- 
ty.— They cannot make people read. 

It may, perhaps, be necessary to 
state, in order to correct some er- 
rors which have gone abroad; that 
instead of only one Professor, the 
Rev. Mr. Kerru,—there is also a 
Professor of Systematic Theology, 
I-cclesiastical Polity, and Church 
History, who is now actually engag- 
ed in his Theological instructions. 

Board can be obtained—we speak 
from personal knowledge—in fa- 
milies of the first respectability, for 
one hundred and fifty dollars per 
year, which is less th&n two dollars 
and fifty cents per week, including 
fuel, light and washing. 

The Library has been increased 
very considerably of late, by anum- 
ber of liberal and valuable dona- 
tions. 

Instead of having exhausted the 
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funds of the Society, by paying the 
salary of the Professor, as has bees: 
not very charitably insinuated, it is 
stated with pleasure that such is not 
the fact. Their funds are in a ve- 
ry prosperous state. Assistance is 
now afforded to a number of young 
gentlemen; and the Society hold 
themselves ready and willing to as- 
sist yet more of a proper character, 
whose piety and zeal may lead them 
to make application. 


CHURCH LANDS IN VERMONT. 
{From the Churchman’s Magazine.) 


The following report relates to a 
matter which has excited much inte- 
rest throughout the Union. We 
must postpone to the next number 
the remarks of the Committee.— 
These two papers will be found to 
contain a full and satisfactory expla- 
nation of this subject. 

REPORT OF THE AGENTS. 

To the Convention of the Episco- 
pal Church of the State of Vermont, 
now convened at Middlebury, the 
undersigned Agents and Attorneys 
of the Incorporated Society esta- 
blished at London for the propaga- 
tion of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, 
for recovering the possession of their 
lands in the State of Vermont, and 
appropriating the avails thereof for 
the support of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in said State, in com- 
pliance with the request contained 
in your resolution of the 24th inst. 
cheerfully give to the Convention 
the following information relating to 
said lands :-— 

By the Charters of most of the 
fownships in this State, issued by 
the Governor of New-Hampshire, 
one Right in each Township was 
granted to the Incorporated Society 
established at London for the propa- 
gation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts. Svon after the issuing of 
the Charters, and before the Towns 
were generally scttled, the Revolu- 
tion intervened, by which the Ter- 
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ritory became independent of Great 
Uritain. Soon after the Treaty of 
Peace, to wit: on the 20th May, 
1785, the Society, knowing they 
were vested with property in the 
late American Colonies, and that 
their title thereto was secured to 
them by the Treaty of ’83, passed 
the follewing resolution: “ Resolv- 
ed, That the Secretary do write to 
some one or more members of the 
Church of England in each of the 
States of America, in which the So- 
ciety has any property, to take all 
proper care in securing said pro- 
perty, and further to inform such 
persons, that it is the intention of 
the Society to make over all such 
property to the use of the Episcopal 
Church in that Country, in whatever 
manner or form, after communica- 
tion with the several Governments, 
shall appear most effectual for that 
purpose.” <A copy of the forego 

ing resolution having been trans- 
mitted to the principal Episcopa- 
lians in the United States, measures 
were immediately taken by the 
Church in the State of New-Hamp- 
shire, to procure the lands belong- 
ing to the Society in that State, con- 
sisting of a Right in most of the 
Towns, granted in the same form as 
were the Townships in this State — 
And they soon after procured from 
the Society a conveyance to Messrs. 
Adams and Sheaf, or rather pro- 
cured a Power of Attorney to them, 
authorizing them to recover pos- 
session of the lands in the name of 
the Society, and to appropriate the 
Rents and Profits to the support of 
the Church in that State. Suits 
were aflerwards commenced by 
said Agents, to recover possession 
of the lands, in the State Courts, and 
in the Court of the United States, 
and recoveries had in both. It does 


not appear by the Journals of the 
Convention in this State, that any 


= was done by the Church, to- 
$ procuring the Lands from 
the Society, until the Month of Sep- 
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teniber, 1794, when the Convention 
ap pomted a Committee to make ap- 
plication to the Suciety for the lands, 
Consisting oi the Rev. Bethuel Cuii- 
tenden, the Rev. Daniei Barber, the 
Rev. J. C Ogden, Messrs. Eleazar 
Baidwin, Truaian Squier, Matthew 
Lyon, and Ebenezer Marvin. It 
appears that this Committee made 
applicatio:, for the Lands to the So- 
ciety, through their Agent, Colonel 
Jonn A. Graham, but were unsuc- 
cessful. 

li does not appear that any fur- 
ther step | as taken by the Church, 
to obtain said iands, until the meet- 
ing of the Convention at Arlingtvn, 
in the year 1805, when the Conven- 
tion directed their Standing Com- 
mittee io take further steps to obtain 
the Society Lands in Vermon and 
appoited von said Committee - the 
Rev. Betnuel Chittenden, the Rev. 
Abraham Bronson, Daniel Ciip- 
man, Trueman Squier, Martin Ro 
berts, and Auson J. Sperry, Esqrs. 
This Committee also made applica- 
tion to tbe Society for their Lands 
in this State, but failed in their ap- 
plication, as appears by a letter froin 
the Secretary of tne Society to Bi- 
shop Moore, through whom the ap- 
plication was made, bearing date 
Nov. 30, 1808. The reason why 
this application was unsuccessful, is 
periectiy obvious from the follow- 
ing extract from said letter :-— 
“ There nave been indeed a varie y 
of applicauons from the State of 
Vermont, so different in their object 
and design, that the Society couid 
not comply witb apy oi them. desi- 
rous as Liey are to extend the cause 
of religion to tne utmost of their 
power.” No further steps were 
taken io obtain the Lands, until the 
year 1811, when the Rev. Abraham 
Bronson and Anson J Sperry, Esy. 
Deicgates from this State, to the 
General Convention of the Protest- 
ant kpiscupal Church of the United 
Siaies, bvidea at New-Haven, 1: 
Conmecucut, in the Month of May, 
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‘tained a resolution of the Conven- 
uv, directing Bishop White, the 
Presiding Bishop of the House of 
Bishops, to write to the Society in 
Loudon, in behalf of the Convention, 
and inform them, that the Church in 
Vermont was regularly organized, 
and under the care of the Bishop of 
ne Eastern Diocess, and that a 
Board of Trustees of Donations to 
the Church had been incorporated 
in Massachusetts; and that it was 
tie opiuon of tie Convention that 
heir Lands in Vermont might sate- 
iy be conveyed to such Agents and 
\tturneys as might be recommme :d- 
d by said Board of Trustees, and 
.pproved of by the Convention of 
Vermont. In pursuance of the 
ibove resolution, such letter was 
written by Bishop W nite, and un the 
cecommendation of the leading 
Church people in Vermont, the said 
lrustees in Boston, on the 5th day 
of June, 1815, recommended the 
present Agents, and this recom- 
nendation was approved of by the 
Convention of this State, holden at 
Arlington, on the 28th day of the 
same June. The Agents thus ap- 
pointed, by order of the Convention, 
iminediately transmitted all the pa- 
pers and documents relating to the 
application to the Society for the 
Lands, to the Hon. and Rev. Chas. 
Stewart, who then resided in the 
Province vf Canada, and was about 
to visit London. This extraordina- 
ry man was one of the Scottish No- 
bility, who had taken Orders in the 
Church, and whose piety and zeal 
in promoting her interest, had 
prompted him to cross the ocean, 
aad to place himself in that part of 
the Province of Lower Canada 
which borders on this State, and 
tnere spend his time and his income 
in forming Churches, and in visiting 
ine families in that new-settled 
country, and giving them moral and 
-eligious instruction. The inilueace 
+ such a man, the Agents were 
sure, would remove that jealousy 
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and suspicion, which the Societs 


had tabibed, in relation to th 

Church in Vermont. In this they 
were not disappointed.. A tower 
of Attorney was executed by the 
Society. bearing date the 5th day of 
December, 1816, authorizing the 
Agents and Attorneys, “ to sue for 
and recover possession of said lands, 
and tor and in the name of said So- 
ciety, to lease them. or any part of 
them, to such person or persons, 
and tor such term or wumber of 
years, and at and under such yearly 
and other rent, as they, ora majori- 


ty of them, should think fit and pro- | 


per, and also to sue for, recover and 
receive rents; incomes and profits, 
which then were or should become 
due and owing to said Society ” 
The power given to the Agents to 
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appropriate the rents and profits, is | 


as follows, to wit: 
appropriated such parts and shares 
of such incomes and profits as the 
Agents and Attorneys shall judge 
just and proper, to the use and be- 
nefit of such person as may be elect- 
ed and canonically consecrated to 
the office: of Bishop over the saic 
State of Vermont, and to the use anc 
benefit of his successors in the ot- 
fice of Bishop in said State; and the 


remaining incomes and profits of 


* There shall be | 


said Lands to be appropriated to the | 
use and support of a Clergyman and | 


his successors of 
Episcopal Church in each of said 
Townships, when a Church shall ke 
formed therein, and the worship of 
God performed according to the 
Liturgy of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of Ame- 
rica. And in such Towns where 
no Church shall be established as 
aforesaid, the remaining income. 
rents and profits, to the support o! 
Clergymen, building of Churche- 
detraying the expense of suits fi. 
the recovery of said Lands, and ' 
incomes and profits thereof, and 

such other uses and purposes as ti) 

said Agents and Attorneys shai: 


| 
the Protestant | 
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judge will best conduce to the wel- 
tare of the Church in said State of 
Vermont; and to do all other acts 
and things concerning the premises, 
as fully, in every respect, as the said 
Society can or could do—and one 
or more Attorneys under them for 
tne purposes aforesaid to make, and 
agalu at their pleasure revoke.” 
Alter the receipt of the forego« 
ing Power of Attorney, the Agents 
waited until well advised respecting 
the tide of the Society before they 
commenced any suit for the recove- 
ry of the Lands. When satisfied 
that tne fee of the Land was in the 
Society, and that they must recoy er 
possession of them in a Court of 
Law, the Agents caused an Action 
of Ejectment to be commenced be- 
fore the Circuit Court of the Uinted 
States, against the Town of New- 
Haven,aid William Wheeler, theit 
tenant on a lot laid to the Society 
Right in that Town. The object 
of the Agents in commencing the 
suit against the Town of New-Ha- 
ven, mn preference to any other 
town, was, that they were sure the 
suit would be defended to the ut- 
most, and carried to the Supreme 
Court of the United States for a fi- 
nal decision, that all further litiga- 
tion might be prevented. In this 
they were not disappointed. The 
Town of New-Haven employed 
counsel to defend the suit, and while 
pending in the Circuit Court, made 
application to the Legislature, who 
appointed an Agent to defend the 
suit, and made a liberal appropria- 
tion of money to defray the expense, 
The counsel for the Society and the 
counsel employed by the State on 
the part of the defendants, united in 
taking such a Course with the suit, 
that a final decision might be had 
therein by the Supreme Court of 
‘he United States, which shouid sa- 
_sfy all parties in relation to the ti- 
of the Society to these Lani's, 
id thus prevent further litigation, 
With this view, it was agreed that q 








Special verdict should be drawn up 
embracing all the material facts; and 
was further agreed, that, if, on the 
rgument of the case, before the 

as ene Court, it should. appear 
that any material facts on either 
side had been omitted, they should 
be added to the special verdict.— 
Mr. Hopkinson, of Philadelphia, ar- 
ed the cause for the Society, and 


*®. Mr. Webster, of Boston, for the de- 


fendants, and both were satisfied 
that the special verdict embr ‘raced all 
the material facts in the case. The 
cause was argued in the winter of 
1822, and taken under considera 

tion by the Court until the last term 
of the Supreme Court, when judg 

ment was rendered for the plaintiffs 
by six Judges, one Judge dissent- 


The Agents are therefore conti- 
dent that all further litigation w uld 
be useless, and that it will not be 
necessary to resort to any further 
Actions of Ejectment. 

On the 30th of April last, the 
Agents met at Middlebury, to take 
measures for leasing the Lands, and 
although satisfied that they ceuld 
recover all the prior rents which had 
been paic to the Towns, yet under 
all the circumstances it was unani- 
mously agreed to lease them to the 
present tenants, without requiring 
the payment of the rents which had 
become payable before the decision 
of the Supreme Court was made 
known—T hat the buildings and bet- 
terments made on the lands by the 
tenant, should be considered as his, 
and the land be leased to him at a 
rent Peggortioned to the value of the 
land, without reference to the build- 
ings and betterments made by him; 







surrender his lease fro 


Seo eae his 
against the Town. 
Agents werealso appointed in the 


different counties, authorised to exe- 
cute leases in the name of the Soci- 
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that leases will be taken of the lands, 
and no further sum expended in 
hopeless litigation. 

In relation to the probable income 
of the Lands, the Agents cannot at 
present give any satisfactory infor- 
mation. We believe that the annual 
income will amount to Four Thoue 
sand, and that it will not exceed Five 
Thousand Dollars. 

ABRAHAM BRONSON, 

DANIEL CHIPMA 

ANSON J. SPERRY. 
Middlebury, June 26th, 1823. 


Nowe.—It is necessary to remark that 
the only remaining Agent, the Rt Rev. 
Alexander V. Griswold, was unable to 
attend the State Convention, and that 
his signature is, therefore, necessarily 
wanting. 


EPISCOPAL ACTS. 
ORDINATIONS. 

Ata special ordination, held at 
Christ Church, Middletown, Conn. 
on the 4th of Nov. last, by the Rt. 
Rev. Bishop Brownel, Enoch L. 
Huntington, Edward J. Ives, Chs, 
J. Todd, and Ashbel Steele, were 
admitted to the holy order of Dea- 
cons. At the same time, the Rev. 
James Keeler and the Rev. Ransom 
Warner, were admitted to the holy 
order of Priests. Prayers by the 
Rev. Mr. Ives, and Sermon by the 
Rev. Mr. Croswell. 

On the 5th, the day following, the 
Rev. Wm. Jarvis was admitted to 
the holy orderof Priests, by Bishop 
Brownel, in the Church at’ East 
Haddam. Prayers by the Rev. Mr. 
Noble, and Sermon by the Bishop. 

Churchman Mag. 

At a special ord’on. in St. Jonn’s 
Church, in Providence, R. I on the 
18th November, the Rt. Rev. Bp. 
Griswold admitted Mr. Geo. Gris- 

old to the holy order of Deacons; 
and the Rev. Charles Henry Alden, 
to that of Priests. 

On 30th November, in St. Paul’s 


ety, and it is confidently believed ti] Church, Philadelphia, the Rt. Rev. 


a 
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Bishop White admitted Mr. Rober: 
Piggott to the holy order of Dea- 
cons, and the Rev. Richard U. Mor 
gan to that of Priests. —[ Phil. Rec. 
On Wednesday, Aug. 20, 1823, the 
annual convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in New Jersey, 
commenced its session After the 
usual divine service, which was con- 
ducted by the Rev. Abiel Carter, of 
Savannah, in the diocess of Georgia, 
and an appropriate sermon by the 
Rev. Richard F. Cadle, of N. York, 
the Bishop of the diocess admitted 
to the holy order of deacons, Mr. Ro- 
bert Brown Croes, his youngest son. 
At a special ordination held in St. 
Paul’s Church, Boston, on Thurs 
day, the 11th of September, the Rt. 
Rev. the Bishop of the Eastern dio- 
cess, admitted Theodore Edson and 


~Wilham T. Potter, to the holy or 


der of deacons. Morning prayer 
was conducted by the Rev. Dr. 
Gardiner, and a sermon delivered 
by the Bishop, from 2 Cor. iv. 7, 
“ We have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, that the excellency of the 
power may be of God, and not of us.”’ 
The candidates were presented by 
the Rev. Dr. Jarvis, and the Bishop 
was assisted in the administration of 
the communion by Rev. Mr. Eaton. 

Ata special ordination held in St. 
Paul’s Church, Windsor, Vermont, 


on Thursday, the 25th of Sept. the | 


Bishop admitted the Rev. Lot Jones, 
deacon, to the holy order of priests. 
Morning service was conducted by 
the Rev. Mr. Morse, of Newbury- 
port, Massachusetts, and a sermon 
delivered by the Bishop, from John 
xx. 22, 23. Mr. Jones was pre- 
sented by the Rev. Mr. Strong, of 
Greenfield, Massachusetts, for the 
church at Ashfield, where his la- 
bors have been greatly blessed, and 
his prospects of future usefulness 
very encouraging.—{ Gospel Adv. 
CONSECRATIONS, 

On Tuesday, the 14th of Octo- 
ber, the new edifice erected in the 
Parish of New Preston, Conn. was 














consecrated by the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Brownel, by the name of St. An- 
drew’s Church. Morning Prayer 
was read by the Rev. Mr. Shelton, 
and a Sermon was preached by the 
Bishop, from the 5th verse of the 
93d Psalm. 

The occasion drew together a 
large concourse of people, among 
whom were thirteen Clergymen of 
the Episcopal Church. 

The new Church is spacious, 
commodious and elegant. It is con- 
structed of brick, in the Gothic style 
of architecture. ‘The east window 
is peculiarly beautiful, and at the. 
west end is a Gothic Tower, con- 
taining an excellent Bell, from the 
Foundry of Messrs. Ward, Bar- 
thoiomew & Co. Hartford. The 
interior is completed in good taste. 
The Pulpit is of a new construction, 
and convenient; and its decorations, 
as well as those of the Desk and 
Chancel, are very appropriate. 

The Congregation of New Pres- 
ton is neither large, nor wealthy; 
and yet iis members have erected 
their Church within a very short pe- 
riod, and have paid for it wholly 
from their own resources. Some, 
perhaps, have spared from their ex- 
igences, but it is believed that no one 
feels impoverished by his liberality, 
and itis trusted that what they have 
thus lent unto the Lord, will be re- 
paid in blessings upon them and 
their posterity. 

On Wednesday, November thé 
19th, 1823, a new Church, erected 
at Newton, in Sussex county, New- 
Jersey, denominated Christ-Church, 
was consecrated to the service of 
Almighty God, by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Croes. Morning prayers 
were read, by the Rev. Reuben 
Hubbard, of Goshen, in the Diocess 


of New-York, and a sermon preach- 
ed by the Bishop. 

On Thursday, the 20th, the Bi- 
shop held an ordination, in the new- 
ly consecrated Church; and admit- 
ted the Rev. Clarkson Dunn, who 
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had been elected its Rector, to the 
Holy Order of Priests. Morning 

rayers were read, by the Rev. 
iioce P. Powers, and a sermon de- 
livered by the Bishop. The Rev. 
Revben Hubbard, and the Rev 
Richard F. Cadle, were present on 
this occasion, and assisted. 

On the same day, the Rev Clark- 
son Dunn was wstituicd, by the B: 
shop, mto the Rectorship of the 
said Church. Divine service was 
co ducted by the Rev. Richard F 
Cadie, and a sermon preached b 
the Rev. Henry P. Powers, Rector 
of Trinity-Church, Newark On 
these several occasions, the Rev. 
John M. Ward, Deacon, Minister 
of St. Peter’s Church, Spotswood, 
and of St. Peter’s Church, Free- 
hold, was present. 

The congregations, during these 
solemn religious services, were qui'e 
large & respectable, and manifested 
deep interest in their performance. 

The newly erected Church (the 
first Episcopal Church ever built at 
Newton) is of Gothic construction, 
its material, stone, rough-cast, or 
plastered externally. It is 53 feet 
in length, exclusive of the tower; 
39 feet in breadth; and its height, to 
the cornice, 26 feet. Its tower, 
which stands in the rear, is 13 feet 
square, and 57 feet high, surmount- 
ed at the angles, with pyrainids of 
7 feet high. 
three very long windows, on each 
ide, with Gothic or pointed arches, 
and two of the same dimensions. 1) 
front, and in rear; give to it a digni- 
ty, not usual in buildings of its size 
Its situation is elevated, and on 
corner of the intersection of tw 
streets. It shows, therefore. to 


A single range of 
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The interior of 


nuch advantage. 


| it is plain, Bat neat and well oro- 


vurtioned. It has-an arched ceil- 
ing, ter nivatinig With a stucco cor- 
nice, on the four sides; a neit and 
convenient pulpit, reading desk and 
chancel, with tasty and appropriate 
hangings; two aisles running the 
whole length, and 58 well formed 
and fiiished pews. It is, however, 
without walleries; but this occasions 
its interior to appear uncommonly 
spacious. The vestry room is in 
the tower, immediately behind the 
pulpit, with which it communicates. 
The erection of this handsome 
Church was commenced in May 
last, and finished on the day before 
the one on which it was consecrated. 
Great credit is due to the congreza- 
tion for its promptitude and liberal 
spirit, in the undertaking; consider- 
ing that three and a half years since, 
it was almost extinct, having been 
then destitute of a clergyman for 35 
years. But greater credit is due to 
its worthy Minister, the Rev. Mr. 
Dunn, whose zeal and unwearied 
exertions in the accomplishment of 
this object, have seldom, if ever, 
been exceeded; but what increases 
the merit of those who superintend- 
ed the structure, is the economy 
with which it was conducted. The 
cost of the building, it is ascertained, 
will not exceed three thousand dol- 
lars.—[ Philadelphia Recorder. 
Corner Stone of a Church.—The 
corner stone of the first Episcopal 
Church in Worcester County, Mass. 


_ was laid in Leicester, on Thursday 


last week. Address, by the Rev. Dr. 
Jarvis, of Boston: Prayers, by the 
Rev. Calvin Wolcott, Rector of St. 
Andre ’s Church, Hanover.—[id. 
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Extracts from Miss Susan Meade’s 


r, will be continued in our next. 


Omega, 


on the Baltimore Edition of Mrs. Sherwood’s Stories; and on the Use of the Servi- 
ces in the Prayer Book; J. R. onthe Character of Danie! de Saperville; Nostrebor, 
on Revivals of Religion; On the Evils occasioned by the Fear of Man; Extract from 
Father Paul “egneri; and Remarks of tiie Rev. J KR. Andrus, late Missionary to 
Africa, ona ‘ rown of Life, found among his papers since his decease ; and Extract 


from Bishop Leighton ; are received. 





